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Spring Board of Directors Meeting 
Minutes May 5, 2012 

Present: Gary Martin, Betty Martin, Gene Tuftin, Rick Zaske, 
Jim Madland, Shirley Johnson, Joan Majeres, Barbara 
Harrington 

Treasurer’s Report:  from Shirley Johnson  

Recent Expenses this year:  
600 Membership Directories:  $472.89 
Dues for ACCL: $125.00 
Deep Portage Scholarships:  $400.00 
Donation for July 4th fireworks: $200.00 
 Total:  $1,197.89 

Current Bank Balance: $6,743.07 

Beaver Control:  Jim contacted hydrologist 
Aaron Halverson at Itasca State Park to inquire 
about getting rid of the beaver dam on the Little 
Boy River and learned that any action on the dam 
would have to be approved by all adjacent land 
owners and would need to occur in the fall. Past 
efforts to control beaver problem by destroying/ 
circumventing the dam have been unsuccessful. 

Water quality: Jim and Gary will continue to 
monitor water quality through use of secchi disks; 
Rick is available as backup. 

Purple Martins: Jim and Gary are maintaining 
/monitoring the Associations’ 
Purple Martin house in the City 
Park. This is done in 
cooperation with the Mille Lacs 
Band of Ojibwe and the Band’s 
contribution should be 
recognized. Gary will arrange 
to have a plaque added to the 
current signage to note their 
contribution.  Photo by Kristi Loftis 

Fish Stocking:  The DNR is scheduled to stock the 
lake with fingerlings this year. 

Board Membership:  President Gary Martin 
appointed Barb Harrington a Director at-large. 

Minutes Continued 

Buoys:  Gary put out some buoys in the south bay 
on the big lake with signs urging “slow” and 
“caution.” Also, one of the buoys in the narrows 
seems to be missing. Gary will follow up with 
Northwoods Dock to see about replacing it. 

Public Service:  In light of additional legislation 
regarding invasive species, Gary suggest the 
Association fund and place signs near the boat 
landing reminding boaters “plug in” and “plug out”.  

Membership dues: For those joining the 
Association between membership years, the Board 
has decided to charge dues for one year only 
(memberships are generally for TWO years). 

 

BLA Annual Meeting 
Saturday July 28 

>> 10 am at the Senior Center<< 
  Join us for the Birch Lake Association Annual 
Meeting. This meeting is OPEN TO EVERYONE. 
There will be displays of the winning entries of the 
Fish Art Contest as well as plenty of lake-related 
information to share. The Board will meet at 9am. 

Deep Portage Scholarships Awarded 
  Each year, the Birch Lake Association sponsors 
two scholarships to Deep Portage Summer Camps 
for children (or relatives) of BLA members. This 
year, camp scholarships were awarded to Nick 
and Joshua Hadzima, grandsons of Association 
members George and Rose Marie Steiner Go to 
www.deep-portage.org for more info on the camps. 

Back to Fifties Dance Benefit 
From Paula West, Leech Lake Area Watershed Foundation 

  LLAWF is sponsoring a “Back to the Fifties” 
Dance Sat, June 23rd at the Northern Lights Casino. 
See www.northernlightscasino.com for full details. 

http://www.deep-portage.org/
http://www.northernlightscasino.com/
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From President Gary Martin 

  We need to thank Kristi Loftis for the 
exceptional job on the 2012-2013 directory. I like 
everything about the directory from the color and 
front page design to all the information. Thanks 
again Kristi. We also need to thank Jim’s Trailer 
for the new orange/red buoys. Thanks to 
Northwoods Dock for putting the buoys in all the 
places they are needed in the lake. Jim Madland 
also needs a thanks for doing the water sampling 
and getting it to Walker. He has also agreed to do 
the testing this summer. 

 The Purple Martin house (at the City Park) is very 
active again this year. When I went to observe last 
week there seemed to be at least 12-15 birds 
buzzing around the house. They do not seem to 
mind if you go and observe them, so go ahead. 

  There will also be some new buoys in the south 
part of the south bay. This area is very shallow a 
long ways from shore. I don’t think people realize 
that they are zipping over water that is only 2 feet 
deep. Fish use the area for spawning and also there 
usually is a pair of loons nesting somewhere in the 
bay. LARGE WAKES DO NOT HELP THESE 
ACTIVITIES. I hope the new buoys in the area will 
remind people to go slow or stay farther away 
from shore. 

  A reminder, if you buy a used dock or boatlift, be 
sure to wash it carefully. Last year in our area 
(Long Prairie) 
Lake Irene got 
Zebra mussels. 
The DNR 
determined they 
infected the lake 
by coming in on a 
used boat lift 
someone bought. 
We have been doing a great job of protecting Birch 
Lake, so let’s continue to stay vigilant! 

  The lake seems to be coming back up to the 
normal depth after the nice rains. Maybe the fish 
will also start biting. Hope everyone has a safe and 
enjoyable summer. See you at the annual meeting! 

President Gary Martin 

BLA Fish Art & Essay Contest 

  After a successful contest last year, the Birch 
Lake Association is again sponsoring a Fish Art 
Contest this summer. 
This contest is open to 
ALL AGES and you 
don’t have to be a BLA 
member to enter. 
Simply complete the 
application included 
with this newsletter. 
Winning entries will 
be announced at the 
Annual Meeting on July 28 (need not be present to 
win – we will notify you). 

****Deadline for Submissions:  July 8, 2011*** 

4th of July Birch Lake BOAT Parade 

Join in for this fun annual event! Parade will line up 
at 1:00 p.m. on July 4th in the north bay at the spot 
where the Little Boy River enters Big Birch. The 
parade will circle each lake counterclockwise.  

Look For The Middle Number in YOUR 
Lawn Fertilizer: 

>>>  22-0-15  <<< 
From President Gary Martin 

  The middle number in your lawn fertilizer is the 
amount of phosphorus it contains. State law 
requires that fertilizer with NO phosphorus be 
used on lawns next to lakes. But as with most 
environmental laws there is no enforcement. 
Remember that total phosphorus is one of the 
things we test in our lake water samples. The Birch 
Lake phosphorus level has been staying about the 
same each year. Keep up the good work of keeping 
phosphorus out of Birch Lake! 
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Loon News 
From Board Member Rick Zaske 

  I just thought I'd pass on a little loon info to 
those of you that might be interested. My daughter 
was kayaking up the Boy River toward the dam by 
Co Rd 6 when she came across a dead loon laying 
belly up on the edge of the river. It didn't appear to 
her that it had been there too many days, though 
she didn't get real close.  
  If you come upon a dead loon, if it safe to do so, 
you should bag the loon and bring it to the DNR 
office so they can analyze it to see what might have 
caused the death. This loon was only dead a few 
days so we bagged it up and took it in.  

Photo by Rick Zaske 

  On a brighter side there seems to be a normal 
amount of loons on the lake. We saw our first baby 
loon of the year with its 2 parents in the bay by the 
little island. We also saw 2 other loons on nests on 
the big island (NE side). The eagles appear to have 
young in their nest near the mouth of the Boy River 
and have been seen fishing often near the beaver 
dam by Co Rd 6. They also are often perched above 
their nest or bringing food to the nest.  

  Are you interested in becoming a loon watcher? 
Go to: www.dnr.state.mn.us and look for the link 
for the Minnesota Loon Monitoring Program.  

Hackensack Lending Library 
From Diane Zaske, Lending Librarian 

  The Hackensack Lending Library, in the log 
building at the City Dock, is open June through 
Labor Day. ANYONE can check out books - no 
library card or residency requirements are 
involved. Simply sign a book out in the Lending 
Notebook and return it at your leisure.  

Lending Library Continued 

  There is a large hardcover and paperback adult 
fiction and nonfiction room. We also have a great 
number of pre-school through teen books in the 
youth room. The library is staffed by volunteers. 
  We hope to be open mornings Monday through 
Saturday, but we need more volunteers. If you 
could help out weekly, or just as an occasional sub, 
please call Diane 218-209-1961 and get more info. 
Come check us out! 

Aquatic Invasive Species Decal Law Changes 
From the DNR News Release, May 4 2012 

  A slate of new laws designed to curb the spread 
of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) was recently 
approved by the legislature and signed into law. A 
program requiring watercraft owners to place an 
AIS rules sticker on their boats is being 
discontinued and replaced with an online 
education program.  

  A new law, which goes into effect in 2015, will 
require anyone who transports watercraft or 
water-related equipment with a trailer to complete 
an online education course. After completing the 
course, the person will receive a decal that must be 
placed on their trailer, certifying they have taken 
the course. People taking the course can receive 
extra stickers if they own or use multiple trailers 
for watercraft or water-related equipment. 

  Other new AIS laws instituted on July 1, 2012, as 
a result of the new legislation: 

 Civil penalties for violating MN AIS laws will 
double. Fines that currently range from $50 to 
$250 will increase to $100 to $500, depending 
on the type of violation. For example, failure to 
remove a drain plug while transporting a 
watercraft will mean a $100 fine (up from $50). 
The fine for unlawfully possessing and 
transporting prohibited aquatic invasive species 
will increase from $250 to $500. 

 Boat lifts, docks, swim rafts and other 
water-related equipment that are removed from 
any water body may not be placed in another 
water body for at least 21 days. The drying out 
period is designed to kill high risk and difficult 
to clean aquatic invasive species. 

For more info, go to:  www.mndnr.gov/invasives. 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/volunteering/opps/index.html#loon
http://jgla.camp7.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=5gPQMXcntwWbyQ1xygQNWrvSsRGcNX9P/BlxZS2Fdzgfu170XxYwLsl8vUSLnZxvJgtlaEMIRVp4IhF9aC%2bSmHvP1NbJBufQAAlEc1HpoCQ%3d
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Deep Portage Summer Mid-Week Programs 
From Deep Portage news release 

  Come out to Deep Portage Learning Center in 
Hackensack for a summer of learning and fun. Hike 
the trails, visit the Interpretive Center, and join in 
some of the weekday programs. Open to families 
and individuals, the programs are offered on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 
June 12 through August 9 (excluding July 4th). All 
programs begin at 1 p.m. and run approximately 
two hours (see schedule at right). Programs 
offered are:  

Archery:  Intro to archery 
(suitable for ages 10 and up). 
Equipment provided, including 
compound and recurve bows. 

Bog Hike:  Explore the Deep 
Portage North Bog and learn 
about the unique vegetation 
and natural history of that area.  

Photo courtesy of Deep Portage 

Canoeing:  Travel up the Little Boy River for a fun 
afternoon of paddling, canoe portaging and wildlife 
sightings. 

Climbing Wall:  Have a fun challenge and climb 
our 35-ft indoor climbing wall. For ages 8 and up. 

Fish Printing:  Be creative and learn the 
traditional Japanese art of fish printing (Gyotaku) 
Program includes a T-shirt to print on.   

Nature Arts:  Be creative and learn how to make 
recycled paper bead necklaces, bracelets and paper 
birch rings. 

Orienteering:  Learn how to use a compass, read 
a topographic map, and measure distance with 
paces. A fun challenge on our navigation course! 

Tower Hike:  Visit Deep Portage’s 55-foot 
observation tower and learn about the natural 
history and vegetation of the land. 

  Regular program fees are $5 for adults, $3 for 
children 12 and under, and $3 for seniors and Deep 
Portage members. The Climbing Wall and Fish 
Printing program fees are $10.   

  Reservations are appreciated; call Deep Portage 
at (218) 682-2325 or e-mail portage@uslink.net 

 

DP Summer Program Schedule of Classes 

Butterfly Garden Needs YOUR Help! 

  The BLA maintains the Birch Lake Memorial 
Butterfly Garden at the City Park (on the lake side 
of the log building). WE NEED YOUR HELP to get 
this garden back in shape for the summer. NO 
experience necessary! If 
you can spare some time 
to help (digging or heavy 
lifting!), please contact 
Shirley Johnson (675 

6181) or Vivian Palmer 
(675 5082). By the way, 
Monarch butterflies were everywhere in the park 
on Memorial Day! They seem to love the garden. 

“My Birch Lake” Logo Apparel 
  The “My Birch Lake” polo shirts are available for 
$25. And now... a “My Birch Lake” logo JACKET is 
also available for $40.00. To order, contact Mark 
Glende.  

Do you have something to submit to the Newsletter or 
post on the BLA web site? Send submissions to 
wordsmith@live.com OR send by US mail to:   
    K Loftis, 416 Cedar Place, Maple Lake, MN 55358  

June:   
12 – Tower Hike   
13 – Canoeing 
14 – Climbing Wall 
19 – Bog Hike 
20 – Tower Hike 
21 – Nature Arts 
26 – Climbing Wall 
27 – Archery 
28 -- Tower Hike  
 
August: 
1 – Tower Hike 
2 – Bog Hike 
7 – Climbing Wall 
8 – Orienteering 
9 – Tower Hike 

July: 
3 – Tower Hike 
5 – Climbing Wall 
10 – Canoeing 
11 – Tower Hike 
12 – Bog Hike 
17 – Fish Printing 
18 – Orienteering 
19 – Tower Hike  
24 – Tower Hike 
25 – Bog Hike 
26 – Archery 
31 – Nature Arts 

mailto:portage@uslink.net
mailto:wordsmith@live.com
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ENTRY FORM 
 

ENTRY DEADLINE:  Must be postmarked by: July 8, 2012 
Address to:   
Birch Lake Association, PO Box 125, Hackensack, MN 56452 

 

Portfolio Check List: 
 

 Artwork must be Horizontal, 8.5”x11” 
 Do not mat, frame or have lettering or borders on the front. 
 Write your name on the BACK of the artwork ONLY 
 Include this entry form with the artwork…DO NOT STAPLE 
 Composition/essay no more than one page in length 

(see rules on back of page) 
 
 

ART ENTRY TITLE      

COMPOSITION TITLE   

FISH SPECIES          

Age Group:   5 and under        6-10 yrs old        11- 15 yrs old        16 or older 

 

Contestant          
Last Name, First Name Date of Birth 

 
 
Address    

Street or PO Box 
 

   

City State,     Zip 
 
Telephone       

Home  Daytime  Cell  
 
Email    

 
I hereby certify that this is my original work and is not a copy of published photographs, magazines, book 
illustrations, or any other materials protected by copyright laws. I understand that Birch Lake Association is 
not responsible for loss or damage to my artwork and/or composition. I grant exclusive right to Birch Lake 
Association to use my artwork and/or composition for reproduction and promotional purposes and to display 
my art. Also, I agree that my artwork and/or composition may be used, altered, or published as they see fit 
without compensation to me. 
 

 

Signature of Artist    Date      
 
 

Entry Questions? Email to:    wordsmith@live.com 

mailto:wordsmith@live.com


 

 

 

 

Box 125, Hackensack, MN  56452 
 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit us at:  www.mybirchlake.org 
 

**Are you receiving a PRINTED copy of this newsletter?? You can save BLA RESOURCES by receiving 
newsletters by email. Simply send a note to wordsmith@live.com to request this.** 
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Instructions and Rules 
ARTWORK ~ 

 The fish must be depicted in its natural habitat. 

 The artwork will be judged on the quality of the artwork. 

 The artwork must be the contestant’s original, hand-done creation. Photographs and computer- 
generated artwork will not be accepted. 

 The artwork must be HORIZONTAL, 8.5" x 11" without a mat, frame, cover sheet, or border. 

 The artwork must not exceed ¼ inch in total thickness. Art techniques may include scratch- board, 
pointillism, chalk, charcoal, dry brush, watercolor, crosshatch, lead, collage, linoleum printing, or 
crayon. (Please note: if you use chalk or lead, you should seal it with an adhesive). 

 No lettering, signatures, or initials may appear on the front of the design. Any artwork with such 
identifying characteristics will be disqualified and eliminated from the competition. 

 
COMPOSITION/ESSAY ~ The composition or theme paper is not to exceed one page in length. The 
composition should be related specifically to the characteristics of the fish, its habitat, behavior, or 
efforts to conserve it. Include details on why you chose the particular fish/habitat for your subject. The 
composition must include the artist’s name and address. 
 

Deadline for submission is July 8, 2012. 
Winners will be announced at the Birch Lake Association Annual Meeting July 28, 2012 (10:00 am at 
the Hackensack Senior Center). Need not be present to win — we will notify you! 

mailto:wordsmith@live.com

