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ICE OUT!   APRIL 1, 2016 

President’s Message 
As I write this letter, we are huddled near the fireplace and are 
recovering from our most recent 10” of snow that hit the 
south metro on March 23.  Punxsutawney Phil has indicated 
that we will have an earlier spring, I’m looking forward to open 
water sooner rather than later.  
It’s been a great winter for Birch Lake as ice fishermen and 
women, skaters, cross country skiers and snowmobile 
enthusiasts have been taking full advantage of the hard water. 
As we await the arrival of spring and some warmer 
temperatures, your Birch Lake Association (BLA) is also getting 
ready to ramp up for another busy year on beautiful Birch 
Lake. 
Our membership continues to grow -- but there is always 
room for new members.  Spread the word to any of your 
neighbors or friends who are not members  -- and stress the 
importance of supporting the BLA, whose mission it is to 
preserve and protect Birch Lake. 
The lake water quality sampling and testing program will kick 
off again this spring.  Special thanks to Jim Madland and  Rick 
Zaske who are our resident water testers for the Birch Lake 
Association. They use a secchi disk to measure water clarity, 
and then follow a strict protocol to sample lake water in the 
deepest part of the lake. This is done several times throughout 
the summer. Samples are sent to a laboratory for testing. This 
is how phosphorus levels and other elements in the water are 
tracked. Thanks to Jim and Rick for your dedication and hard 
work!  
The DNR stocks walleye fingerlings in Birch Lake every 2 years 
(on even-numbered years). On September 24, 2014, the DNR 
released 412 lbs of walleye fingerlings at the City Boat Launch 
in Hackensack. On September 28, 2014 they released 118 lbs 
of fingerlings at Hyde-A-Way Bay resort in Big Birch. On 
October 1, 2014, they released the remaining 920 lbs of 
Walleye fingerlings at Hyde-A-Way Bay for a total of 1510 lbs 
of Walleye  

 
fingerlings.  We are anticipating the same numbers again to 
be release in Birch Lake later this year. 
I’d be remiss if I did not reiterate that we have challenges 
ahead of us – and aquatic invasive species are at the top of 
that list.  As an association, we have been very diligent in 
keeping Zebra Mussels, Spiny Waterflea, Curly-leaf 
Pondweed & Eurasian Watermilfoil out of our lake.  But we 
can’t do it alone; everyone must do their part.  In 2016, we 
will have AIS officers stationed at the landing again, to check 
boats entering and exiting our lake.  Addressing these issues 
will continue to be at the forefront of the BLA’s activities in 
the coming year. 
 
Watch for a Save the Date communication related to our 
2016 Annual Meeting.  We had a record turnout for our 2015 
annual meeting – let’s do it again in 2016! 
 
Thank you for your continued support and please feel free to 
contact us at mybirchlake@gmail.com with any questions 
that you might have regarding the BLA. 
 
Mark Glende 
President 
Birch Lake Association  
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Important Dates 
http://www.hackensackchamber.com/index.cfm?date=05-27-2
016&PageID=5836 
 
May 14 Fishing Opener - Walleye, northern pike & bass 
 
June 8, July 13 & August 10 - Flea Market At Sacred Heart 
Church 
 
June 14 through August 16 - Kid’s Fishing Contest  
Every Tuesday at 11 AM at the Hackensack City Pier 
 
July 8-9  Hot Jazz Festival 
 
July 10-13 Sweetheart Days 
 
August 13 - Northwoods Art & Book Fesitval, 9 AM at the 
Community Center 

******************************* 

COME VISIT THE LIBRARY 
Hackensack's Lending Library is located in the little log 
building at the city dock, next to the Butterfly Garden. It is 
brimming with paperbacks great for summer reading. 
Because all the books have been donated, there is no formal 
check-out system (simply sign your name in our book log). 
You may keep the book as long as you need to.  No library 
card is needed and there is no residency requirement. There 
is also a children's room full of books for all ages. The 
Lending Library is open June, July and August, 10:00-2:00 
daily except Sunday. Please come check it out! 
We also are in need of volunteers. If you want to learn more, 
call Diane at 218-209-1961. It's fun and a great way to meet 
lots of visitors to Hackensack. 
 

Deep Portage Scholarship Applications! 

 
Do you know some youngsters that would like to 
go to camp? 
Each year our association awards 2 scholarships to camps at 
Deep Portage.  The scholarships go to children or relatives of 
BLA members.  Information about the camps is available on 
the Deep Portage Website - http://deep-portage.org/  or 
you can contact Deep Portage directly: 
By Mail: 2197 Nature Center Drive NW 
Hackensack, MN 56452 
Phone: 218-682-2325 
Email: portage@uslink.net 

 
 To apply for a BLA scholarship, please have the 
student write a short handwritten letter telling why 
they would like to attend camp and send it to: 
BLA Directors  
Box 125, Hackensack, MN 56452 
Letters should be postmarked by May 10th to be 
considered. PLEASE APPLY! 
 

******************************* 
 
 
GREET YOUR NEW NEIGHBORS 
Please take a few minutes to visit with new neighbors to the 
Birch/Poquet area and encourage them to join the Birch Lake 
Association this spring. Membership forms are available on 
our web site or call Rick Zaske (218-675-5737) and he will 
stop by and visit with them personally. 
 
 

   

http://www.hackensackchamber.com/index.cfm?date=05-27-2016&PageID=5836
http://www.hackensackchamber.com/index.cfm?date=05-27-2016&PageID=5836
http://deep-portage.org/DPLC-WP/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/2016Camps.pdf
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This Letter to the Editor appeared in the Pilot News in December   
Posted: Wednesday, December 16, 2015 7:34 am  
pilotnews@pilotindependent.com  
 
Keeping our park beautiful 
Once again I would like to take this time to thank the individuals and organizations who helped or volunteered their time on the 
projects in and/or around Hackensack City Park and Birch Lake: 
American Legion Post 202 SAL members Frank Daehn, Tom Forbrook and Mike Swerdfiger for painting the hot dog stand used for 
the kids’ fishing contest that the SAL donated to the kids’ fishing contest. The sign on the stand was made and donated by Mike 
Swerdfiger. 
Other individuals who helped were Mark Johnson who supplied the paint and also helped paint and Doug Wilkes, who organized the 
project. I would also like to thank the SAL for preparing and serving a free dinner to the veterans and their families after the Veterans 
Day service in the city park by the American Legion Post 202. 
Birch Lake Association for water quality monitoring, invasive species education, fishery, and new solarlighted buoys that are put out 
every spring and removed in the fall by BLA members. Thanks to Shirley Johnson and Vivian Palmer and garden helpers for  
maintaining the beautiful butterfly gardens. A quote from one of BLA newsletters: “There was a time when the purest water didn’t 
come from the bottle, it came from the lake.” To find out more contact www.mybirchlake.org 
The Chamber of Commerce. Thanks for events that are organized with careful planning by Chambers members for all to enjoy at city 
park. Thanks for volunteering to split the cost with city to paint the Chamber building. To Sue Larson for helping me with this project. 
Val, Shirley, and Sue for welcoming visitors, answering any questions they may have in and around our community. Check out 
www.hackensackchamber.com for upcoming events. 
Lion members Rodney Damm, Gary Guttormson, Don Hoppe, Sue Larson, Pam Sheldon for painting the library, and also Lewie 
Schrupp for power washing and painting. Deb Rateike from the city [council] helped paint and [Maintenance Supervisor] Dana Stanko 
supplied the paint. The Lions also sponsor Watercraft Permit Training and much more. Contact the Chamber for training dates. 
I would like to thank Art LeMire and Jim Harris for opening the restrooms in the morning for me and Sue Johnson for cleaning them 
and keeping supplies stocked. Volunteers are always needed in our communities to help our elderly, give blood, help at local food 
shelves, mentor a child, help a veteran and much more. Contact a local organization to help. 
Let us be kind to one another and remember our veterans, police officers and the Sheriff’s Office who, in these trying times, are 
working very hard to guard our freedom and safety.  
Wednesday, December 16, 2015 7:34 am  
staff reports pilotnews@pilotindependent.com  
 
God bless you all and Happy Holidays. 
Char Wilkes 
Hackensack Park Commissioner 
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Getting to Know your Board Members 
I will try to include a couple of short bios about our board members each month as we have room! (So, fair notice to board members - you 
can send me a note anytime!) 

Mark Glende, President 
 
I am honored to be the current president of the Birch Lake 
Association. We have been seasonal residents on Birch Lake 
since 2004. 
My wife Martha and I have two great boys, both of whom 
were married last year --Matthew in July and Michael in 
October. So it has been a busy year for the Glende family! 
I became a Director on the board of BLA in 2010. I was 
elected as President this past August, after having served as 
Vice President since 2014. I honestly believe that there is not 
a better lake in the state than Birch Lake! It has everything to 
offer! One of our favorite things to do is go for an early 
morning boat cruise -- followed closely by floating in the 
lake on a hot afternoon with a cold beverage. When we 
entertain guest from the cities we always take them 
downtown and show off our quaint little town. It might be to 
Sun and Fun or Loons Unlimited or to any number of the 
eateries. We try to hit as many shops as we can fit in. I would 
classify ourselves as year-round seasonal residents. We love 
Hackensack, and try to come up as often as we can. 
When Martha and I are not up north we reside in 
Rosemount. I am employed by the Burnsville-Eagan-Savage 
School District, and the City of Rosemount. I am active in our 
HOA and I am a City Commissioner on the Environmental & 
Sustainability Task Force. 

Paul Blomgren, Vice President 
 
     Permanent resident/seasonal?  How long? 
We have a seasonal place on Birch Lake (Little Birch on 
Murray Ave.) My wife Lynne grew up on the lake on the 
property next door to us. 
     How did you pick Birch Lake? 
Lynne’s family has had a permanent residence on the lake 
since she was a child. She bought the house on our lot over 
20 years ago. That house got wrecked with water damage 
and we built our new place in 2004. 
     Favorite lake activity?  Is there a hidden gem of an 
activity or place that you'd like to share? 
I love to bass fish. My favorite place to go is in the back bay 
(aka Turtle Bay, Mud Bay, etc.) of the little lake. It is very 
shallow and provides for some very fun surface lure fishing 
for bass. 
     What do you always do with new visitors? 
When we have people up for the first time we like to take 
them on a pontoon tour of the lake. We also like to finish the 
day with a bonfire down by the lake. 

 
Mark and Paul manning our booth at the Chainsaw Fest! 

Gene Tuftin - Director 

We have been on Birch lake about 21-22 years. 

We were guests at a friends cabin on Birch. My father-in-law & I were discussing the 
possibility of sharing our own place when our host over heard us. He suggested 
calling his brother who owned a little run down cabin next door. Long story short, we 
did. So, two guys with a little do it yourself know how & a lot of enthusiasm started a 
massive 2 year renovation project. 

We are seasonal, but sometimes come up in winter. 

When our boys were young we had the PWC. Tried to teach them to water ski, but 
mostly tubing. I & the boys got into atving & spent many hours of fun with friends off 

the lake. Now we mostly enjoy slow moving pontoon rides. We like to look at all the places around the lake & sometimes make 
up stories about why they aren't up yet. 

New visitors get the nickel tour of the cabin & out building. Boat rides with perhaps a stop in town & lots of fireside conversation 
along with good food & drink. 

Thanks, Gene & Valerie Tuftin 
 
  



Spring, 2016 
5 

Loon News 
The association owns 3 useable platforms and one that was damaged and will be used 
for parts.  The biggest change since these were used appears to be putting some kind 
of canopy over the bed so that eagles and osprey cannot get into the nest.  We are 
working with the DNR for necessary  permits and hope to have one or two placed yet 
this spring.  If you see the platforms on the lake, please keep your distance from it. 
This will be a new situation for the loons and I’m guessing they might be somewhat 
tentative about using them.  
*The best time to watch for nesting loons is in May and June.  This is when the loons 
will be incubating eggs.  Since the eggs must be kept at a constant temperature for 
27-31 days in order to hatch, you are most likely to see only one loon out on the lake 
during these months.  Both of the adults share incubation duties and will exchange 
places (i.e., from sitting on eggs to feeding/patroling) every couple of hours 
Careful observation from a distance with binoculars will often reveal the nest location as the loons go to and from the nest.  
Knowing where the nest is located can be valuable information for protecting loons.  
*The best time to count chicks is during the 1st and 2nd weeks of July.  During this time the chicks are still small and will stay close to 
their parents. The families stay in a small, shallow area or bay known as a “nursery”.  It’s easy to cound family groups and numbers of 
chicks.  If you haven’t seen any chicks by the middle of July, either the nest was unsuccessful or the loons you were watching didn’t 
nest at all.  
As you boat around the lake this summer, please feel free to email me about loon nests, nurseries, sightings and activity. 
jschu49@gmail.com.  I will be sending our information to the Loon Watcher Survey at the DNR.  For more information about loon 
watching check our website. 
Do Your Part! 
~Watch loons from 200 feet away    ~Avoid using the islands before July 15th   ~ Use nonlead sinkers 
 & jigs   ~Be an ethical angler, do not fish or cast near nests or swimming loons   ~ be a responsible  
boater, never chase loons or sun motorboats or personal watercraft over areas where loons have  
been seen. 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Deep Portage Scholarship Committee - to review and 
award scholarships for Deep Portage Camps. Contact 
Mark Glende - mybirchlake@gmail.com 
 
Loon Watch - to monitor loons on our lake. 
Contact:  Jackie Schumacher 
jschu49@gmail.com or call 651-402-6372 
 
Memorial Garden - We will require lots of help this year
as we will be adding a tree in memory of Kristi Loftis 
Contact:  Shirley Johnson 
 

 

Officers 
Mark Glende, President 

Paul Blomgren, Vice President 
Barb Harrington, Secretary 
Shirley Johnson, Treasurer 

Board Members 
Denny Harnstrom 

Sue Holthaus 
Mary Knautz 
Jim Madland 
Betty Martin 
Gary Martin 

Mark Novotny 
Jackie Schumacher 

Gene Tuftin 
Mary Knautz 
Rick Zaske 

Contact Information 
Mybirchlake@gmail.com 

Be sure to visit our new website! 
Mybirchlake.org 
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Box 125, Hackensack, MN 56452 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit us at: www.mybirchlake.org 
**Are you receiving a PRINTED copy of this newsletter?? You can save BLA RESOURCES by receiving 

newsletters via email. Simply send a note to mybirchlake@gmail.com to request this.** 

  
Swans and geese gathering on the newly opened water of the Little Boy River. 


