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Dedicated to the Preservation and Improvement  
Of Birch Lake and It’s Environment 

 
President’s Message 
I hope everyone is enjoying the summer. It's great to see 
many of you returning to spend your summer on Birch 
Lake, after taking the winter off. The summer of 2016 
promises to be a great one! BLA is entering our 34th year 
of Protecting and Preserving Birch Lake and we are in full 
summer mode. 
The lake water quality sampling and testing program is well 
underway, and with great results. Many thanks to Jim 
Madland and Gary Martin for their time and effort on this 
initiative. More red ball buoys have been installed in the 
channel. Our 4 lit buoys seem to be doing a great job. 
Our inspectors are back for another year checking boats at 
the public landing for aquatic invasive species on boats and 
trailers. Please be patient, and take the time to have your 
boat inspected. It makes a difference! 
Remember! The Birch Lake Association is a member-
supported non-profit 501(c)-3 organization, dedicated to 
improving the understanding and management of Birch 
Lake for its long-term environmental health. As a non-profit 
organization, we are dependent upon funding our efforts 
through membership dues & individual donations. 
Donations to our organization are fully tax deductible. 
Donating is easy with PayPal -- you do not need a PayPal 
account! Simply use a credit card to donate directly to the 
Association's PayPal account. Go to our web 
site, www.mybirchlake.org and press the DONATE button. 
You will be taken to the secure PayPal website, where you 
will be able to direct how your donation is to be used. 
PayPal will confirm the transaction details before you pay. 
Donors will receive a payment receipts from PayPal via 
email to print for record keeping. When your transaction is 
complete you will be returned to our website. 
We look forward to seeing all of you at the annual 
meeting July 23rd at The Birchwood. Meet and Greet 
beginning at 4:30 – meeting starts at 5pm.  
Wishing you all a restful, relaxing and safe summer on our 
pristine Birch Lake. 
 
Decks Docks and Flip-flops! 
Remember to like us on Facebook. 
 
Mark Glende 
President BLA 

Upcoming Events 
July 4th Boat Parade! 
Gather at the SW side of the 
channel on Little Birch at 
12:45 PM.  We expect to 
pass the city dock at 1 PM.  
This year we even have a 
theme – it’s a Pirate Parade! 
Our slogan is 

 “Protecting Arrrrgghh Lake” 
Everyone is welcome to participate – either in your 
boat or from your dock! 
 
Annual Birch Lake Association Meeting: 
Saturday, July 23 at the Birchwood Char House 
4:30 PM    Social hour/hors d’ouerves  
5:00 PM    Meeting (Mark says 20 minutes this year!) 
5:20 PM    Door Prizes!! 
 
July 8-15 Sweetheart Days 
September 23-25 – Chainsaw Event 
Kid’s Fishing Contest - Every Tuesday at the City 
Dock 
For more event information check out the 
Chamber of Commerce Website 
http://www.hackensackchamber.com/	
						 
 
 

             



Birch Lake Association Board Meeting  
May 14, 2016 
 

*Thanks to a donation, the 
association has purchased Storm 
Drain Markers to be placed on 
the curb above the storm drains 
in town.  Anything that goes 
down these drains goes directly 
into our lakes!   
*The Memorial Garden has a 
new tree dedicated to Kristi 
Loftis – check it out!  And if 

you are interested in volunteering time at the garden, please 
contact Shirley Johnson or Viv Palmer. They usually work at 
the garden on Wednesday mornings. 
*Pencil buoys and large ball buoys have been placed in the 
channel, on the southwest end of the big island and in the 
shallow south bay of Big Birch.  Please use caution in these 
areas while boating.  Several of the buoys have been moved 
and damaged already this summer.  If you see vandalism, 
please call the Cass County Sheriff.   
*One loon raft was placed near the little island this year, the 
loons have not used it and are nesting on the island.  The 
location was chosen because high water ruined this nest the 
past two years.  It is not unusual that the loons wouldn’t use 
the nest the first year it is out.  We’ll place it again next year.  
The association has 2 more rafts, if you have a suggestion 
for place either of them next year, please contact Jackie 
Schumacher.  As of 6/15/16 we have seen one newly hatched 
chick. 
*Our Pay Pal account is up and running.  You may use it to 
pay your dues or donate to the association. 
*During the past winter 16 beaver were trapped on Birch 
Lake and 3 on Poquet.  The trapper is looking for access to 
Poquet Lake on the north end to make his job a little easier 
on that lake.  If you are willing to give access from your 
property, please contact Mark Glende. 
 
 
 
 

*Thank you to our members for “pulling the plug” when 
you take your boat out 
of the lake.  Again this 
year, county inspectors 
will be at our boat 
launch to help identify 
safe boating habits.  
They report that 
compliance is good 
here at Birch Lake.  
The DNR reports that 
5% of the lakes in 
Minnesota have at least 
one invasive species.  
Birch Lake is not one 
of them.   
For more information, 
check out the DNR website: 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/ais/infested.html 
 
 
REMINDER TO LANDOWNERS: Permits are needed for 
all new structures. Permits are also needed for construction 
in or alterations to shoreland areas.  For more information 
or to apply contact Cass  
County Environmental Services at 218-547-7241 or visit 
the Cass County website at www.co.cass.mn.us 

 
 
Birch Lake Website 
http://www.mybirchlake.org/ 
Our association website is a wealth of information, 
including area events, information about lakeshore 
management, membership and Birch Lake Gear!  Please 
visit regularly.   
 
You can also keep track of lake happening on our Facebook 
page –  
www.facebook.com/mybirchlake/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COME	SEE	OLD	SQUARE	WHEELS 
By	Diane	Zaske 
 
The original 1889 City Hall and Jail are located just north of The American Legion. Stop by to peek in the windows. 
You'll be surprised at the size of the jail cell! And Old  Square Wheels  is housed there - a far cry from Hackensack's 
current league of 7 fire fighting engines. With today's 26 fire and rescue staff, Hackensack and the surrounding townships 
are well protected. Hats off to this dedicated group! 
Our Lake Association scrapbook has some wonderful old newspaper articles.  The following is part of an article written 
by Bill Burnson.about Old Square Wheels,  The article appeared In the Walker Pilot (I believe)

	“Long	retired,	but	keenly	remembered	with	mingled	pain	and	
pleasure	by	hardy	old	timers,	is	   
 the	Hackensack	Fire	Cart,	which	served	our	village	faithfully	if	
not	well	near	a	half	century	ago.	…			One	of	those	sturdy	and	
loyal	minions	of	the	public	weal	was	Jake	Fleisher,	retired	
Hackensack	garageman,		who	well	remembers	and	in	fact	
cannot	forget	the	strange	events	which	came	to	pass	when	the	
high	wheeler	went	into	action	against	local	blazes. 
		‘Something	was	always	going	wrong,’	he	recalls.		‘We	wouldn’t	
have	enough	men	to	move	the	cart,	or	the	fire	would	have	too	
big	a	start,	or	we	wouldn’t	get	enough	pressure.	Our	claim	was	
that	we	lost	a	lot	of	houses,	but	we	saved	every	basement	and	a	
lot	of	grass	around	the	edges,	too.’ 
		It	generated	pressure	by	the	unique	means	of	breaking	a	
bottle	of	sulfuric	acid	over	a	bed	of	soda.		This	mixture	caused	a	
traumatic	super=fizz	as	it	reached	the	water	tank.	When	this	
combination	of	events	occurred	a	gaseous	stream	of	liquid	
erupted	and	when	properly	aimed,	did	yeoman	service.			‘We	
lost	one	house	on	Birch	Lake,’	Jake	Fleisher	ruefully	recalls,	
‘Because	no	one	knew	what	lever	would	break	the	acid	bottle.’	  
		The	old	timers,	however,	remember	the	frustrations	of	pulling	
the	recalcitrant	caret	and	while	much	of	the	pain	is	now	
forgotten	they’ll	admit	the	one	thing	they	never	called	Old	
Square	Wheels	was	SWEETHEART.”	
	
The	current	Hackensack	Fire	and	Rescue	Department,	
October	2015.		Photo	courtesy	of	the	Walker	Pilot-
Independent.	
	

	
	
 
	
 
 



 
Getting to Know your Board Members! 

 
Shirley Johnson - Birch Lake 
and Hackensack has been part 
of my life for 53 years. Our 
family would visit my 
husband's parents at a small 
cabin during the fishing opener, 
and some weekends in the 
summer. Eventually, 
Hackensack became our home 
after we retired in 1991. We 
joined Birch Lake Association 
eager to protect our lake.  We 

took part in the Water Quality monitoring for some years.  
From 1997 to 1999 Sybil Nies and I were project 
coordinators of a DNR Community Partnership Grant that 
collected information about the lake and its watershed.  We 
developed nine sites showing best shoreline management 
practices and purchased appropriate vegetation that was 
shared with Birch Lake Members. A brochure was printed 
and tours offered to view the nine sites. In 2003 the Birch 
Lake Association took first place in the Lakescaping 
category of the Brainerd Lakes Area, 2003 Lake Friendly 
Development Awards.  The Butterfly Memorial Garden in 
Hackensack remains as the first site developed. The award 
is proudly displayed in the Chamber office. 
I have been treasurer of BLA on and off for many years.  
Gardening is a huge part of my life both at home and in 
Hackensack.  I would welcome anyone who can give a 
couple hours a month to enhance the Memorial Garden.   
Besides gardening, I love to travel. I have organizational 
skills for behind the scenes, with an exceptional talent for 
volunteering. (Shirley is also treasurer for three other local 
organizations.) 

                  

  
 
 Jackie Schumacher – We started visiting Birch Lake in 
the mid-80’s staying at various resorts on the lake and 
enjoying two weeks of fishing, swimming and visiting with 
family.  When we decided to start looking for a place of our 
own, it was only natural to look at Birch Lake properties.  
We bought our cabin in 2003 and have been enjoying Birch 
Lake and the Hackensack area ever since. 
Since our retirement we are spending more time here, both 
summer and winter! And having more company!  Pontoon 
rides, kayaking and fishing are “must do’s” for all of our 
company.  There’s always a fish fry as well. 
We are fortunate that we can come up during the winter.  
My husband and boys deer hunt in the area and once the 
snow flies there’s ice fishing, x-country skiing & 
snowshoeing to keep us busy.   
A couple of years ago we noticed 
a loon sitting on a nest on the 
little island in our bay. That got 
me interested in learning more 
about them and tracking the 
loons on Birch Lake.  I am now 
the “official” Loon Observer on 
Birch Lake, having taken the 
reins from Gene Tuftin, and 
work with the DNR to track our 
loons.  This year we made some 
modifications to the loon nesting rafts that the association 
owned and placed one by the little island.  The loons didn’t 
use it this year, maybe next year.  
My loon watching fits in beautifully with my passion for 
photography!  We often enjoy a quiet boat float and have 
been rewarded with some awesome loon activity. My 
telephoto lens gets a workout on those nights.  I also spend 
time with my camera in the woods and all around the area.

 



The Hackensack Lending Library received a donation of 
new and used books from the Birch Lake Association. 
Presenting the books to Diane Zaske, volunteer 
coordinator,  are Mark Glende, President and Paul 
Blomgren, VP. The books will be placed in the children's 
room. The Lending Library is open Monday-Saturday from 
10-2 through August. It is open to anyone, no library card 
or residency required. Summer visitors will especially enjoy 
all the current novels. 

 
 
 
BE AWARE: 

Over the Memorial Day weekend, 
several boats were burglarized at 
Shady Shores Resort. Fishing gear, 
tackle, coolers and depth finders 
were taken.   
Please be cautious, aware and alert!  
Please let your neighbors on the lake 
know as well.  Report suspicious 
activity to the Cass County Sheriff's 
office. 218-547-1424 or 1-800-450-

2677 
******************************************* 
New Neighbors on the Lake?  Encourage them to 
become members of the Birch Lake Association.  The 
more members we can reach, the greater impact we 
will have on keeping our lake healthy! 
******************************************** 
As you spend time at the lake this summer, take a 
minute to review all of the area businesses that are 
members of the lake association.  Patronizing them 
shows our appreciation for their support! 

Support Local Businesses! 
******************************************** 
Free watercraft operators training for certification for 12 to 
17 year olds will be held June 30th 8:30 to 3:30 at the 
Hackensack Community Center and afternoon on Birch 
Lake.  Contact Rick Hughes at 218-838-2566. 
 

 

Officers 
 

Mark Glende, President 
Paul Blomgren, Vice President 

Barb Harrington, Secretary 
Shirley Johnson, Treasurer 

 
Contact Information 

Mybirchlake@gmail.com 
 

Board Members 
Denny Harnstrom 

Sue Holthaus (Website) 
Mary Knauts 

Jim Madland (Water Quality) 
Betty Martin 
Jim Marttin 

Mark Novotny 
Jackie Schumacher (newsletter) 

Rick Zaske (Water Quality) 
 

Any of the board members can be reached 
at the above email address. It would be 

helpful to put the name of the person you 
are contacting in the subject line. 

 
 

We are working to make our newsletter informative, 
educational and a little bit fun!  If you have comments, 

ideas or suggestions email me - Jackie Schumacher.  
Also please be sure that our email 

(Mybirchlake.gmail.com)  is on your address list so 
that the newsletter doesn’t end up in your spam box 

 



 
Box 125, Hackensack, MN  56452 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit us at: www.mybirchlake.org 
**Are you receiving a PRINTED copy of this newsletter?? You can save BLA RESOURCES by receiving 
newsletters via email. Simply send a note to mybirchlake@gmail.com to request this.** 

            
                                                   Birch Lake Loon Chick, June, 2016

 


