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Birch Lake Association 

PO Box 125, Hackensack, MN 56452 

Check out our new website:  www.mybirchlake.org   

Get your Birch Lake Association shirt! $20 (contact Viv Palmer). 

 

Dedicated to the Preservation and Improvement of Birch Lake and its Environment Fall 2010 

IMPORTANT: Please let Jerry Secora 
(secora77@tds.net) know if you would like to 
receive the Newsletter by e-mail or if your address 
has changed. Please consider receiving it via e-mail 
if at all possible to reduce cost and save resources. 

 

A N N U A L  BLA  M E E T I N G  

July 26, 2010 at the Hackensack Senior Center 

Guest Speaker:  Paul Radomski from DNR spoke 
about the proposed shoreline standards. 

Treasurer’s report:  
Balance as of 7/23/10 $11,038.27 including CD and 
Money Market Accts. 

7/09-7/10 Income  $2365.65; Expenses $4,279.50 

Membership totals:  131 Family, 38 Businesses. 
Let the secretary know of new or old property 
owners on the lake interested in joining BLA. 

Donations:  Motion was passed to give $100 to 
the Community Building Fund Raiser Aug. 7, 2010. 

Motion was passed to donate $200 to the PAMDA 
clinic in Hackensack and to encourage the clinic to 
be open on Saturdays, if possible. 

Mark Glende read a memo from Terry Gardner 
regarding buoys/markers. Terry reports that the 
round style of markers are cheaper and more 
durable. This was further discussed at the Board of 
Directors’ meeting (see diagram on next page). 

Polo-style shirts 
with the Birch Lake 
Association and My 
Birch Lake logos on 
the front are now 
available for $20. 
Order from 
Viv Palmer.  

(minutes continued) 

Hackensack Chamber sends their “thanks” for the 
$200 donation for July 4th fireworks. 

Scholarships to Izaak Walton Camp at Deep 
Portage:  Justin and Alison Madland, 
grandchildren of Jim and Bev Madland. See thank 
you notes on p. 4. 

BLA was invited to participate in Backus Corn Fest 
parade Aug. 14. 

Karen Nagengast wrote regarding return of $100 
donation for replacement of Hackensack sign on 
south side of town (city council vetoed the project). 

Loons:  2 nesting platforms were used this spring, 
one by loons near the big island and another west of 
Hide-Away Bay. Platform in Miller Bay was not 
used. Platforms are desirable because they fluctuate 
with spring water levels. No young have been seen 
recently on Birch. 

Thanks to Jim Madland who immediately repaired 
and replaced the Martin house when it blew 
down in a spring storm. It is better than ever now 
and the Martins love it. At last count:  15 young! 

Three samples show 14-15' water clarity which is 
average for this time of year. Water quality is 
good and has remained stable the past five years. 
2008-10 samples testing for chlorophyll-a and 
phosphorus show that Birch is in the average range 
for similar lakes in this region. (For a complete 
report, contact Chuck Swanum or Viv Palmer.) 

Membership Updates 

New Member: Denny Harnstrom 
5514 Whispering Pines Dr. NW, Hackensack, MN 56452 
  Phone:218 675 5891    Cell: 612 720 4415 
  chiefengineerZO6@comcast.net 
  Seasonal Address:  
  8050 60 1/2 Ave N, New Hope, MN 55428 
New Members:  Casey & Laurie McLaughlin 
  306 Kenilworth Rd, Waterloo, IA 50701 
  Phone: 319 233 8836   
  email: casey.mclaughlin@lpl.com 

Address change:  Tim Recer 
  PO Box 39, Hackensack, MN 56452 
  timerecer@gmail.com 

Shirts 

$20 

http://www.mybirchlake.org/
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B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  M E E T I N G  

August 21, 2010 at Viv Palmer’s House 

Attending:  Gary and Betty Martin, Shirley 
Johnson, Jim Madland, Paul Blomgren, Mark 
Glende, Viv Palmer, Chuck Swanum, Kristi Loftis. 

  Chuck Swanum reported that DNR identified the 
weed a neighbor had found in the lake as Northern 
Milfoil, not Eurasian Milfoil (see full report on next 
page). Northern Milfoil is a native species common 
to Minnesota Lakes. He also reported that the snail 
species blossoming in the lake is called the “Banded 
Mystery Snail,” also an invasive species, (although a 
nuisance to step on and clean up) is not harmful to 
the lake. See Chuck’s full report on page 

  Gary report on the ACCL meeting at which 
Senator Mary Olson talked about Aquatic Invasive 
Species (AIS) as well as the new Docks and 
Shoreline Standards (see ACCL news on next page).  

  Buoys and Markers:  Mark Glende reported on 
research he had done on costs of channel markers 
and solar lights for buoys. The board voted to 
purchase solar lights and rubber ball markers as 
shown below:  

  Paul Blomgren and Mark Glende brought up the 
idea of a Lake Fest day to raise awareness and 
build membership for BLA. Watch for news of this 
event on BLA Annual Meeting day, July 23, 2011! 

  Member Recruitment:  Gary reported that 
Terry Gardner had expressed an interest in working 
on new member recruitment. Gary suggested Terry 
be contacted to head up a Recruitment Committee. 
Mark Glende showed a new directory idea he 
developed that includes a lake map and identifies 
property owners (members and non-members). 
This would be a valuable tool for recruitment 
efforts. Mark, Paul, and Kristi agreed to work on 
member data to aide in recruitment efforts. 

(minutes continued) 

  Chuck Swanum reported that there is a large 
amount of grant money available from the Healthy 
Lakes Initiative to fund lake related projects. 
BLA participated in this program a number of years 
ago and still have the extensive Lake Management 
Plan that Chuck helped to develop. The board 
suggested that if enough participants could be 
found to follow through on this project and update 
our current lake management plan; the BLA would 
be able to use this grant. If you are interested in 
working on this effort, contact Chuck.  

N E W S  F R O M  T H E  A CC L  

(Association of Cass County Lakes) 

Governor Rejects Proposed Lakeshore Rules 

  Governor Tim Pawlenty rejected two sets of long-
discussed proposed shoreline regulations first 
proposed by DNR in 2007, and subject since then 
of hearings and much discussion. The proposed 
rules, 15 pages long, had been on the governor's 
desk since spring. Pawlenty described the proposed 
rules –intended to check lakeshore and river 
overdevelopment – as “overreaching.” He said they 
would “undermine important private property 
rights” and “one size [rule] does not fit all” 
situations. 

  State shoreline rules were last revised 21 years 
ago. The proposed rules increased minimum 
setbacks from lakes and rivers, restricted near-lake 
hard surface runoff (impervious surfaces), required 
new builders to plant natural vegetation near lake 
shores as buffers, and limited dock platforms to no 
more than 120 sq. ft., among other things. 

  DNR Commissioner Mark Holsten said his agency 
will review the proposed rules. It is said the next 
governor will be dealing with the rules. Minnesota 
Waters, of which ACCL is a member, as well as 
other groups, decried the governor's decision, 
saying the rules were needed and overdue. In a 
joint letter to the Star Tribune, Marion Bender of 
MN Waters and two other lake leaders said the 
proposed rules “addressed both the newer threats 
to Minnesota's water quality and the inadequacy of 
the old shoreland rules to meet today’s challenges.” 
So it’s back to the drawing board, evidently, for the 
proposed standards. Stay tuned. 

Shoreline Planning Reminder 

  The person at Cass County to call for help in 
shoreline planning (at NO CHARGE!) is Kelly 
Condiff, Shoreland Specialist for the Soil and Water 
Conservation District. Contact him at the Walker 
courthouse at 218-547-7246. 
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(….ACCL News continued) 

Healthy Lakes Legislative Forum 

   The third annual Healthy Lakes Legislative 
Forum will take place Friday, Sept. 24, at the 
Northern Lights Convention Center in Walker 
1-4 pm. Senator Mary Olson's Environmental Task 
Force meeting, which starts at 9 am, will precede 
the Legislative Forum. ACCL members are invited 
to attend both. 

   The Legislative Forum is aimed at providing area 
legislators with information on water resource 
projects from the public's view, and an opportunity 
to share legislative updates on lakes and river 
issues. At the forum, legislators will be asked to 
report on the status of “action items” requested in 
the two previous forums. The two hour forum will 
be followed by a reception and informal discussion. 

   The Legislative Forum is free and open to the 
public. It is co-sponsored and coordinated by the 
Pine River Watershed Alliance and Minnesota 
Waters. It is being hosted by the Leech Lake Band 
of Ojibwe. Questions? Contact Carrie Maurer-
Ackerrman at 218-587-2980 or email her at 
carriea@minnesotawaters.org  

Two New Milfoil Infestations in Cass County 

   The DNR lists these Case County lakes as having 
infestations of Eurasian aquatic milfoil:  

Leech Lake (in one bay) 
Town Line Lake* near Longville 
Lake Washburn* (S end near campground) 

   *New since the last report on Jan 1, 2009. 

   To check the DNR’s list of lakes with AIS, go to: 
www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/invasives/index/html  

Spreading the Word About AIS 
  About 15,000 of the anti-invasive species 
information cards, sponsored by ACCL, have been 
distributed through area bait shops, boat dealers 
and storage facilities, 
dock and lift 
services, resorts and 
outlets that sell 
fishing licenses. 
These cards identify 
invasive species and 
instruct boaters and 
fisherman on how to 
prevent the transfer 
of these harmful 
aquatic species. 

A Q U A T I C  P L A N T S  A N D  Y O U  

by Chuck Swanum 

   Aquatic plants (some people call them weeds) are 
an essential part of lake communities and benefit a 
wide variety or organisms, including you. Although 
aquatic plants are sometimes a nuisance for lake 
shore property owners, it is important to remember 
they are critical for a healthy lake environment. 

   The Minnesota DNR recognizes that aquatic 
plants – algae, snails and other aquatic life – are 
sometimes a nuisance. The removal of aquatic 
vegetations is addressed by the DNR’s Aquatic 
Plant Management Program. This program 
issues permits for controlling or destroying aquatic 
plants or invertebrates in public waters. The goal of 
this program is to manage nuisance conditions 
without harming beneficial aquatic plants and the 
environment. 

   At the July 24th general membership meeting of 
the Birch Lake Association, a Birch Lake resident 
shared a memo she had received from a vendor who 
had sold her herbicides designed to control aquatic 
plants. The memo indicated that one of the plant 
samples the property owner had forwarded to the 
vendor for identification was Eurasian 
Watermilfoil, a harmful invasive plant (see 
illustration below left). 

   As a result of this disturbing news, the Birch Lake 
Association immediately enlisted the help of the 
DNR to verify the plant sample. The good news is 
that by Tuesday, July 27th, the DNR reported that 
the plant sample was in fact Northern 
Watermilfoil (see illustration below) which is 
native to Birch Lake and beneficial to the health of 
our lake. 

   Before removing or treating aquatic plants or 
organisms in the lake, be sure you understand all 
the rules and regulations governing these activities.  

   Failure to obtain 
the necessary 
permits to remove 
aquatic plants may 
result in civil or 
criminal penalties. 
Contact your 
nearest DNR 
Fisheries Office for 
accurate 
information and 
proper permits.  

mailto:carriea@minnesotawaters.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birch Lake Association 

PO Box 125, Hackensack, MN 56452 

 

  

  

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  


