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Birch Lake Association 

PO Box 125, Hackensack, MN 56452 

Check out our new website:  www.mybirchlake.org 

Get your Birch Lake Association shirt! $20 (contact Viv Palmer). 

Dedicated to the Preservation and Improvement of Birch Lake and Its Environment Summer 2011 

FROM PRESIDENT GARY MARTIN 

  Welcome to summer 2011! Here’s an update on 
some things the Birch Lake Association has been 
doing. 

  Did you know that the BLA is responsible for all the 
buoys and markers, along with signage on the lake? 
We make sure the buoys and markers are put in the 
right place, anchored securely, removed and cleaned 
in the fall, stored over the winter, repaired or 
replaced when necessary, and placed back in their 
spots again in the spring. 

  This spring, one of the lighted buoys in the channel 
has disappeared. It will cost the Association 
approximately $500 to replace this buoy. If you 
know what happened to it, please let us know!! 
Please do not damage or remove any of the buoys. If 
you see someone tampering with a sign, buoy or 
marker, SAY SOMETHING! Let’s all keep Birch 
Lake safe for our residents and guests. 

  Volunteers from the Birch Lake Association also 
maintain a martin bird house by the Butterfly 
Garden near the Chamber of Commerce building at 
the City Park. The purple martins are back this 
spring and have taken up residence! Last year we 
had sixteen young birds that survived. The first year 
we had only six because of lack of insects. We are 
hoping for even a better hatch this year. Stop and 
enjoy watching them! 

  The BLA is going to have a party. The name is Lake 
Fest and it will be on July 23 at the City Park. Save 
the day to meet other members of BLA and invite 
your friends and neighbors. Everyone is welcome! 

  Save money and the lawn mower this summer — 
leave a buffer zone between the lawn and the lake. It 
will help filter runoff from rains into the lake AND 
save you some valuable gas. 

BLA President Gary Martin 

Don’t forget the Pork in the Park event August 
6 at the City Park sponsored by the Hackensack Am. 
Legion. Proceeds go to their scholarship funds. 
Watch for posters  

2011  BIRCH LAKE ASSOCIATION 

FISH ART /ESSAY CONTEST 

  Get your crayons, glue, and glitter ready! The Birch 
Lake Association is sponsoring a Fish Art Contest. 
This contest is open to 
ALL AGES and you 
don’t have to be a BLA 
member to enter. 
Simply complete the 
application included 
with this newsletter 
(also available on our 
website). Winning 
entries in each age 
category will be 
announced at the Annual Meeting/Lake Fest on July 
23 with prizes donated by local merchants! 

Deadline for submissions:  July 8, 2011 

 

JOIN US FOR TWO  BIG EVENTS 

ON SATURDAY,  JULY 23 

BLA Annual Meeting 
1 PM at the Senior Center 

  Elections for Board of Directors will be held at this 
meeting. If you interested in running for an office or 
have someone to nominate, contact Gary Martin at 
bgmartlp@rea-alp.com. 
 
 

BLA Lake Fest 
2-6 PM at the City Park 

  Join us for a celebration of all that we love about 
Birch Lake living! Stick around after our Annual 
Meeting on Saturday, July 23 for a fun event 
including a live band, food, and fun at Hackensack’s 

city park. Invite your friends and recruit some new 
BLA Members!! Meet your newly elected BLA Board 
of Directors! 

  Winners of the Birch Lake Fish Art Contest will be 
announced at this event. 

http://www.mybirchlake.org/
mailto:bgmartlp@rea-alp.com
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

MINUTES,  MAY 7,  2011 

In attendance: Terry and Donna Gardner, Gary and 
Betty Martin, Jim Madland, Paul Blomgren, Kristi Loftis, 
Shirley Johnson, Chuck Swanum. 

  We are providing scholarships for two campers to 
attend the Izaak Walton League Camp at Deep 
Portage Camps this summer. The scholarships were 
awarded to Nicholas and Amanda Johnson, 
grandchildren of Cliff and Karen Nagengast 

  Shirley Johnson, Treasurer, Reports:  We received 
24 renewals, 16 new members, 2 business renewals 
as a result of mailing in April. Well worth sending to 
ALL on the lake! Received approval to again donate 
$200 to the Hackensack Fireworks fund. Also 
approved the annual donation to ACCL and to the 
lab that performs our water quality testing. 

  Terry Gardner reported on buoys and markers (see 
article on next page). 

  Chuck Swanum requested some assistance in 
testing and submit water samplings to the fresh 
water testing lab. Board members attended a 
training on May 29 to take over these duties. 

  Discussed plans for the annual meeting/lake fest 
events on July 23. More planning meetings for these 
events will be held in June. 

  Discussed delaying the printing/distribution of the 
membership directory until September to allow for 
inclusion of members we plan to gain through the 
membership drives this summer. And, to be 
included in the directory, be sure you renew before 
August. An application is available on our web site 
(www.mybirchlake.org). 

  Elections will be held at the Annual Meeting on 
July 23 for President, Vice President, Treasurer, and 
Secretary along with at least two Directors. If you 
are interested in nominating someone for these 
positions (or adding yourself to the ballot!!), contact 
Gary Martin. 

  Chuck Swanum reported on the loon platforms the 
BLA maintains on the lake. There are two currently 
in place; one north of the big island in Big Birch and 
one in the back bay near the big beaver house. 

Join the Boat Parade July 4 on Birch (1 pm) 

CHANGING OF THE “BUOY BOSS” 

  At the board of directors meeting in May, Terry 
Gardner announced that he is stepping down as 
―boss of buoys, markers, and signage‖ after 15 years 
of service. Thank you, Terry for your 
leadership and hard work!! 

  To take on those responsibilities, Terry has secured 
an agreement with Northwoods Dock & Service. 
They will coordinate with Mark Glende to serve as 
our new ―buoys and markers boss.‖ This includes 
placing buoys and markers in the spring, pulling and 
cleaning them in the fall, and storing them over the 
winter at their facility — all at NO cost to the BLA!! 
They will report and coordinate maintenance needs 
to the Board in spring and fall. Many thanks to 
Northwoods Dock for providing this service! 

  Jim’s Trailers Plus and Marine has also given a 
generous donation toward parts and new fixtures to 
maintain these buoys, markers and signage. Many 
thanks, Jim for your contributions!! 

  Please stop by and thank fellow BLA members 
Dean and Jim for their generous donations of time 
and monies to help keep Birch Lake safe for all. 
 

HACKENSACK LENDING LIBRARY 

  At the Hackensack city dock/beach stands a quaint 
log building – come in and read about its history. 
After the present Chamber of Commerce building 
was built, the former structure became a ―lending 
library.‖ It is open May - September, weather 
permitting (we don’t have a heater!). The library is 
completely staffed by volunteers. 

  Anyone can check out books (no library card or 
residency requirements are involved). Vacationers 
and summer residents can 
simply sign their books out in the 
Lending Notebook and return 
them at their leisure. There is a 
large hardcover and paperback 
adult fiction and nonfiction room. 
We also have a great number of 
pre-school through teen books in 
the youth room. 

  We will accept any books you may want to donate! 
Our summer hours are (hopefully) Mon-Sat 
mornings. But we need more volunteers to be 
open 6 days a week! Books are not catalogued or on 
computer, so it is quite an easy volunteer job! 

  If you have any questions or want to help out at the 
library, contact Diane Zaske at 675-5737. Come 
check us OUT! 

http://www.mybirchlake.org/
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BE ON LOON LOOKOUT! 

  One of the joys of lake living in Minnesota is 
hearing the haunting call of our state bird, the 
common loon. We are lucky this year to have several 
nesting pairs in residence on the lake. 

  But these birds need our protection! Loon pairs 
usually hatch just a single chick each season. Their 
nesting time, and the young chick’s early days are 
extremely critical to the survival of the species. Any 
disturbance might cause the pair to abandon the nest 
or the chick. Chicks usually hatch in late June and 
are still fragile through mid-July; the same time 
when traffic on the lake is at its busiest. 

What can you do to help? 

 Be aware! Watch for loon nesting sites and keep 
back at least 500 feet. 

 Slow down near undeveloped shoreline! Wake 
from boats may swamp loon nests and/or drown 
the fragile chicks in or near the nest. 

Photo submitted by Gene Tuftin 

 Keep an eye out for loons with chicks aboard (as 
in the picture above) when boating on the open 
water. Parents carry chicks on their backs in open 
water to keep them from natural predators. But 
young chicks can’t swim or dive! If you startle 
the parent into a dive, the chick may drown or get 
separated from its parents. 

  Several of our BLA members are ―official‖ loon 
watchers. Gene and Valerie Tuftin, Chuck and Penny 
Swanum, and Ted Broberg observe loon activity on 
the lake and submit a report of their observations to 
Pam Perry at the DNR every year. They also assist in 
placing and maintaining the loon nesting platforms 
on the lake. Thank you, folks for your work! 

  If you have a loon question, contact one of these 
members for information. 

SHORELAND TRANSITION ZONE 

EXPO AUGUST 13,  2011 

  Wondering about how you can improve your 
shoreline? Come learn about proper shoreline 
management at this annual Expo! The event will be 
held on Saturday, August 13 at Deep Portage 
Learning Center. Cost is $15/person, $25/couple 
(includes lunch, always a treat at DPLC!). 

Tentative Topic list includes: 

 Presentation on current status of invasive species 
in our area. 

 Starting a new shoreland restoration project. 

 Maintaining an existing native species shoreland 
transition zone, including identifying invasive 
plant species. 

 Managing storm water run-off. 

 Tour of nearby shoreland restoration projects at 
different stages of development. 

 Native species planting demonstration.  

  Pre-registration is required for this event (deadline 
is Sunday, August 7). Call Jack Fitzgerald 218-
682-2941 or Kathy at Deep Portage 218-682-2325 to 
register or to get more information. 

Photo by Doug Toth 

PULL THOSE DRAIN PLUGS! 

  Remember, you MUST pull your drain plug before 
trailering your boat away from the lake. The plug 
must be left open while the boat is being transported 
on any non-private road or highway. In years past, 
conservation officers and sheriffs’ deputies have 
merely warned people. This year they will ticket you! 

  Don’t forget the live well. Water from it, bait wells 
of any kind, also must be drained before leaving 
landings. Wells also must be left open while a boat is 
trailered. Flush the live wells and bait wells with hot 
water if possible, into and through the bilge. 
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LEECH LAKE AREA WATERSHED 

FOUNDATION NEWS 

From Paula West, Executive Director 

  From 2008 to 2010, the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources conducted extensive field studies 
on Birch Lake along with 18 other large lakes in Cass 
County to identify the most sensitive shorelands on 
the lakes. These sensitive areas along the shore or in 
the near-shore area of the lake are crucial to the 
health and well-being of fish, wildlife, and native 
plants that make up the ecology of the lake. 32% of 
the shoreland on Birch Lake was identified by 
the DNR as meeting a set of science-based criteria 
designating sensitive shorelands. Cass County 
and the Leech Lake Area Watershed Foundation 
have identified these areas as a high priority for 
protection. 

How to Protect Sensitive Areas 
The best way to protect sensitive areas of the lake is 
to minimize alternations of undeveloped or very 
minimally developed shoreland or destruction of 
aquatic plants in the near shore area. Limiting 
future development is the best way to protect these 
sensitive shorelands. 

 An excellent protection tool available to landowners 
is a conservation easement. The landowner 
gives up their right of future development (the 
easement) of the property to a qualified nonprofit or 
government agency who holds that easement into 
perpetuity to prevent development. When 
landowners donate a conservation easement on their 
property, they still retain ownership and 
management of their land and can sell or pass the 
land on to their heirs, while foregoing future 
development to keep the land in its natural state. 
Each easement is individually tailored to the 
landowner’s desired continued uses of the land. 
The value of the easement (the development right 
given up) is determined through an appraisal and it 
is eligible for an IRS charitable deduction for 
conservation purposes. 

  Cass County has grant funding to assist landowners 
of sensitive shoreland with the out-of- pocket costs of 
putting a conservation easement on their land. 
Approximately $15,000 is available per landowner 
for costs including the land appraisal, survey, and 
other documentation activities. Cass County will hold 
the easement or, if the landowner prefers, the 
easement can be held by the Minnesota Land Trust, a 
statewide nonprofit that currently holds over 350 
easements. 

Continued at right 

  The County’s three-year grant project will assist  
12-15 landowners in Cass County and is focused 
specifically on parcels that are designated as 
sensitive shoreland on the 19 lakes in the DNR’s 
study. The project started in July 2010 and is being 
coordinated by the Leech Lake Area Watershed 
Foundation. Birch Lake property owners who are 
interested in more information on conservation 
easements and/or participation in the easement 
incentive project should contact the Leech Lake 
Area Watershed Foundation at 
info@leechlakewatershed.org or call 218-675-5773. 
 
 

PWCS SUBJECT TO DNR RULES 

  State regulations for personal watercraft (PWC) 
such as Jet Ski, Sea Doo, etc., stipulate these 
watercraft – considered boats by DNR – must 
travel at slow-no wake speeds (5 mph or less) 
within 150 feet of shore, except when launching 
or landing a water skier. And they must travel at 
slow-no wake speed (5 mph or less) around docks, 
swimmers, swimming racks or any other moored or 
anchored watercraft. 

PWC may be operated only between 9:30 
a.m. and one hour before sunset. 

PWCs Age Restrictions: 

 Less than 13 years old – may not operate, 
even with an adult on board. 

 13 years old – must have someone at least 21 on 
board, or have a watercraft operator’s permit 
and be in continuous visual observation by 
someone at least 21. 

 14-17 years – must either hold a watercraft 
operator’s permit, or have someone at least 21 on 
board.  

PWCs may also be lake-to-lake carriers of 
aquatic invasive species (AIS). DNR reminds 
PWC operators that hulls, impeller props, intake 
grate and steering nozzle must be checked 
thoroughly for ―aquatic hitchhikers.‖ Don’t forget to 
also check YOURSELF for nasty AIS clinging to your 
wet suit, life vest, or swimming suit. 

  For more on PWC regulations, see the link on our 
website to the DNR PWC brochure. 
 

Do you have something you would like to submit to 
the Newsletter or to post on the BLA web site? 

Send submissions to wordsmith@live.com OR mail 
to: K Loftis, 416 Cedar Place, Maple Lake, MN  
55358). Deadline for the Fall Newsletter (due out in 
September) is August 15. 

mailto:info@leechlakewatershed.org
mailto:wordsmith@live.com
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Birch Lake Association Fish Art Contest 
ENTRY FORM 

 

ENTRY DEADLINE:  Must be postmarked by : July 8, 2011 
Address to:   
Birch Lake Association, PO Box 125, Hackensack, MN 56452 

 

Portfolio Check List: 
 

√  Artwork must be Horizontal, 8.5”x11” 
√  Do not mat, frame or have lettering or borders on the front. 
√  Write your name on the BACK of the artwork ONLY 
√  Include this entry form with the artwork…DO NOT STAPLE 
√  Composition/essay no more than one page in length 

(see rules on back of page) 
 
 
 

ART ENTRY TITLE                                                                                                                 

COMPOSITION TITLE                                                                                                            

FISH SPECIES                                                                                                                       
 

 

Age Group: 5 and under 6-10 yrs old 11- 15 yrs old 16 or older 
 

 
Contestant    

Last Name, First Name Date of Birth 
 
 

Address    
Street or PO Box 

 
 

City State, Zip 
 

Telephone    
Home Daytime Cell 

 

Email    
 

 
I hereby certify that this is my original work and is not a copy of published photographs, magazines, book 
illustrations, or any other materials protected by copyright laws. I understand that Birch Lake Association is 
not responsible for loss or damage to my artwork and/or composition. I grant exclusive right to Birch Lake 
Association to use my artwork and/or composition for reproduction and promotional purposes and to display 
my art; also, I agree that my artwork and/or composition may be used, altered, or published as they see 
fit without compensation to me. 

 

Signature of Artist    Date   
 

 
Entry Questions? Go to:  www.mybirchlake.org and click on Contact Us 

http://www.mybirchlake.org/


 

 
 
 

 
ARTWORK ~ 

Birch Lake Association Fish Art Contest 

Instructions and Rules 

 The fish must be depicted in its natural habitat. 

 The artwork will be judged on the quality of the artwork. 

 The artwork must be the contestant's original, hand-done creation. Photographs and 
computer- generated artwork will not be accepted. 

 The artwork must be HORIZONTAL, 8.5" x 11" without a mat, frame, cover sheet, or border. 

 The artwork must not exceed 1/4 inch in total thickness. Art techniques may include scratch- 
board, pointillism, chalk, charcoal, dry brush, watercolor, crosshatch, lead, collage, linoleum 
printing, or crayon. (Please note: if you use chalk or lead, you should seal it with an adhesive). 

 No lettering, signatures, or initials may appear on the front of the design. Any artwork with 
such identifying characteristics will be disqualified and eliminated from the competition. 

 
COMPOSITION/ESSAY ~ The composition or theme paper is not to exceed one page in length. 
The composition should be related specifically to the characteristics of the fish, its habitat, 
behavior, or efforts to conserve it. Include details on why you chose the particular fish/habitat for 
your subject. The composition must include the artist’s name and address. 

 

 
 

Deadline for submission is July 8. 
Winners will be announced and prizes awarded at the BLA Lake Fest July 23. 

(need not be present to win… but you’ll miss a fine party if you’re not there!) 


