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FF aa ll ll   BB oo aa rr dd   oo ff   DD ii rr ee cc tt oo rr ss   MM ee ee tt ii nn gg   

In attendance: Gary Martin, Paul Blomgren, Kristi Loftis, 
Barbara Harrington, Shirley Johnson, Gene Tuftin. 

Membership Update:  This summer’s push to build 
association membership has been a tremendous 
success!  The drive increased business membership by 
50% and increased individual memberships by about 
37%. The Membership Committee will continue efforts 
through the year, develop a policy for mid-term 
payment of dues, and recruit members to staff special 
events (like Lake Fest, Chainsaw booth, Annual Meeting, 
etc.). Rick Zaske is the chair of this committee.  

2012-2013 Directory update:  Rather than pay 
postage for TWO mailings, the board decided to mail 
out the Directory WITH this newsletter.  

Chainsaw Event:  Barb and Mark felt our booth at this 
was a huge success (see article on next page).  

Beaver Control:  The beaver dam near the Lower Ten 
Mile Lake road has become particularly problematic. 
The water level above and below the dam is now at 
about foot. The Association has budgeted $200 for 
beaver control. The board will arrange to have someone 
trap and remove the beavers from that area this winter.   

2012 Lake Fest Update:  The Lake Fest Committee – 
Mark Glende, Paul Blomgren, Lynne Harrington, Jodi 
and Doug Stark – has met to begin planning this event 
for next summer, following our Annual Meeting on July 
28, 2012. The Committee will work with the City, 
currently developing a new ordinance governing events 
on City property, to make sure BLA meets all permit 
requirements to hold the event.  

  Mark has also spoken with representatives from the 
Paul Bunyan Broadcasting Group who will put together 
some public service announcements for the event. 
Anyone wishing to assist with Lake Fest should contact 
Paul Blomgren or Mark Glende. 

Board Changes: President Gary Martin has appointed 
Gene Tuftin as a new BLA Director. to the Board. Paul 
Blomgren was also voted in as the new Vice President. 
We are still looking for one more director to serve on 
the BLA Board. If you are interested, contact any board 
member. 

 
(Minutes, continued) 

Newsletter: The logo has been changed to match the 
Birch Lake picture used on the shirts, backpacks, water 
bottles, etc.   

BLA Local Donations:  Mark Glende has about 50 
school backpacks to donate to Walker-Hackensack-
Akeley school on behalf of the Association.  

Mark has also delivered about 500 children’s books to 
the Hackensack Lending Library on behalf of the 
Association.   

Water Testing:  Results have come in from the testing 
lab (see article later in this newsletter).   

Litter Control: The board discussed challenges to the 
lake from trash left on the ice during the winter fishing 
season. See article below.  

AA dd dd rr ee ss ss ii nn gg   aa   TT rr aa ss hh yy   CC oo nn cc ee rr nn   

  As Birch Lake freezes over, the traffic on Birch Lake 
turns from boats and canoes to trucks and 
snowmobiles. Ice houses spring up. Anglers drill their 
holes and drop their lines in choice fishing spots.  

  Unfortunately what these winter fishermen (and 
women) LEAVE on the ice is not always healthy for the 
lake. People tend to forget that litter they leave on the 
lake in winter doesn’t get cleaned up by someone like 
trash on a city street. In the spring, that trash ends up in 
the lake!! Or more often, washes up on our shores. 

  To try to help anglers keep trash OFF the lake, the BLA 
will be working this winter to provide litter bags to 
hand out to fisherman at local bait shops and at the 

landing by the city dock. 
We will also be placing 
large trash cans at the 
city boat landing (ice 
entrance road) as well 
as at the tennis courts 
and city park. We will 
be working with the 
City to arrange for 
placement and trash 
pickup of the BLA-
sponsored trash cans.  
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CC hh aa ii nn ss aa ww   SS cc uu ll pp tt uu rr ee   WW ee ee kk ee nn dd   

  In September, the Association sponsored a booth on 
the weekend of the Chainsaw Sculpture Contest in 
Hackensack. Barb Harrington and Mark Glende staffed 
the booth for most of the 3-day event. THANK YOU 
Mark and Barb for your work! 

  Over 100 people stopped by the booth over the course 
of the three days. They picked up many educational 
materials on invasive species, shoreline management, 
boating and fishing regulations, etc. DNR Officer 
Jennifer Hardy was on hand on Saturday from 10-3 and 
provided invaluable education on invasive species.  

DNR Officer Jennifer Hardy showed a fishing rod/reel pulled 
from an area lake that was encrusted with zebra mussels. 

  More than 30 children participated in kid activities 
and received coloring books, activity books, and comic 
books featuring lake and fishing related themes and 
facts. Also, several new and renewing memberships 
were received at the booth. The feedback from other 
lake associations and the public for our booth was very 
positive. 

The Booth at the Chainsaw Sculpture Event Sept 23-25, 2011 

WW hh ee rr ee   DD oo   LL oo oo nn ss   SS pp ee nn dd   tt hh ee   WW ii nn tt ee rr ??   

  Our resident DNR “Loon Watcher,” Gene Tuftin reports 
that loons go to the Gulf of Mexico, but even bird 
experts are unsure of exactly where in the Gulf they go. 
According to a recent Minneapolis Star Tribune article, 
some scientists are seeking to answer that question: 

TTrraacckk  MMiinnnneessoottaa  LLoooonnss  OOnnlliinnee  
From the Star Tribune, September 26, 2011 

  One of the most ambitious loon research projects ever 
conducted will allow bird lovers to track 13 young 
Minnesota loons as they make their way south to 
warmer climes.  

  The loons, which are wearing electronic tracking 
devices, are gathering as part of large groups on 
Minnesota lakes, preparing to make their way to the 
Gulf Coast, where they will live for the next two years as 
they mature. A website created by the researchers 
tracks each loon in the study as it moves from lake to 
lake: 
www.umesc.usgs.gov/terrestrial/migratory_birds/loon
s/migrations.html 

  The birds will return home in two years and, when 
they are five years old, they will mate and start 
reproducing.  

  The difficult part comes later, when researchers have 
to re-capture the birds and remove the transmitters to 
collect the data. But that won’t happen until next spring.  

  The project includes $250,000 from Minnesota Lottery 
funds dedicated to environmental initiatives.  

AA   FF ee ww   ““ LL oo oo nn yy ””   FF aa cc tt ss   
Courtesy of Gene Tuftin 

 Minnesota has the largest loon population in the 
lower 48 states. 

 Minnesota is home to about 12,000 loons. Their 
population has remained relatively stable over the 
last decade. 

 At least 80% of Minnesota 
loons winter in the Gulf.  

 When they migrate, they go 
alone and not in the familiar 
V pattern typical of many 
other birds.  

 Loon’s winter plumage is 
gray and stays that way until spring when the 
distinctive black-and-white pattern returns.  

 In winter, loons lose their beautiful calls.  

 A loon will find its way back to the same lake every 
year, and some even mate with the same partner. 

http://www.umesc.usgs.gov/terrestrial/migratory_birds/loons/migrations.html
http://www.umesc.usgs.gov/terrestrial/migratory_birds/loons/migrations.html
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From Ted Broberg 

  No Zebra Mussels were detected at any of the three 
active monitoring sites on Birch Lake for the 2011 
Spring-Summer-Fall season. A report containing this 
information was submitted to the DNR in early 
November.  
  The active monitor sites were:  
1) near the small public access Big Birch just north of 

the narrows;  
2) On Little Birch just east of the narrows;  
3) At Birch Haven Resort (close to the main public 

access). 
  Those responsible for monitoring sites 1, 2, and 3 are 
Jim Anderson, Ted Broberg, and Carole Bourqin 
respectively. We hope to be able to re-establish 5 Zebra 
Mussel Monitoring Sites on Birch Lake for the 2012 
Season. Are you able to volunteer as a Mussel Watcher? 
If so, contact Ted Broberg.  

VV oo ii cc ee ss   ff oo rr   tt hh ee   LL aa kk ee ss   
From the Leech Lake Watershed Newsletter: 

  In 2010, the nonprofit Envision Minnesota (formerly 
1000 Friends of Minnesota) sponsored an essay contest 
to get impressions that describe Minnesotan’s 
connection with our state’s greatest natural resources –
its lakes. The essays sought to create a voice for lakes 
that is needed now more than ever, to “write what 
should not be forgotten.”  

  Over 90 submissions were received, out of which 48 
are now published online for your viewing. All are 
evidence of the fact that lakes have played a large role 
in our lives as Minnesotans. For fun, easy reading that is 
sure to bring a smile to your face, read the “Voices for 
the Lakes” stories at Envision Minnesota.  

MM oo rr ee   ““ MM yy   BB ii rr cc hh   LL aa kk ee ””   AA pp pp aa rr ee ll   

  The “My Birch Lake” polo shirts are still available for 
$20. And now.. a “My Birch Lake” logo JACKET is now 
available for $40.00. Watch the website for more some 
pictures.  To order logo apparel, contact Mark Glende. 

SS uu mm mm ee rr   WW aa tt ee rr   TT ee ss tt ii nn gg   RR ee ss uu ll tt ss   
From Gary Martin 

  While watching four otters playing around our cabin I 
am reminded that I need to write a report on the water 
testing done on Birch Lake this summer. One of the 
otters came within about four feet of the building; quite 
a handsome animal. 

  I will give the numbers for the three tests we do and 
attempt an explanation of them. I will also give the 
numbers for the last four years so you can compare 
them. We used RMB Environmental Lab to do the tests. 

  The first and most important element tested is total 
phosphorus. The amount of phosphorus in a lake is 
determined by the amount of lawn fertilizer, sewage, 
and other wastes that get in the lake. Phosphorus is 
what makes algae grow. This chemical also directly 
affects the other two tests. The measurements are in 
micrograms per liter: 

2008-12.8 2009-12.2 2010-13.6 2011-13.0 

  The next thing we have measured is chlorophyll A. 
This is the green coloring material of plants. We are 
measuring the amount of algae grown by the 
phosphorus. This is the little green stuff you see 
growing in the water, usually in August. Algae affects 
water clarity. 

2008-3.2 2009-4.8 2010-5.2 2011- 3.0 

  The next measurement is the actual test of water 
clarity. This is measured using a secchi disk, a white 
disk which is lowered into the water on a rope. The 
measurement is in feet to reflect the depth at which you 
can no longer see the secchi disk. 

2008-15.3 2009-13.3 2010-11.9 2011-15.2 

  The last number is an average put together to see how 
we compare to other lakes. Around 40 is good. 

2008-39 2009-42 2010-43 2011-40 

  As you can see the numbers vary somewhat from year 
to year. Weather on testing days can cause some of the 
variance. The lady at the lab assured me that there does 
not seem to be any trends one way or the other in Birch 
Lake. 

  Remember, a key factor is that less phosphorus in the 
lake means better water quality!  

 

Do you have something you would like to submit to the 
Newsletter or post on the BLA web site? Send submissions to 
wordsmith@live.com OR mail to:  K Loftis, 416 Cedar Place, 
Maple Lake, MN  55358 
Deadline for the Spring Newsletter (March) is February 15. 

http://www.envisionmn.org/voices-for-the-lakes-intro/
mailto:wordsmith@live.com


NEWSLETTER WINTER, 2011 

News • Page 4 

DD NN RR   FF ii ss hh   SS tt oo cc kk ii nn gg   oo nn   BB ii rr cc hh LL aa kk ee   
From Mark Glende 

  Scott Gustafson at the DNR reported to me that Birch 
Lake is scheduled for another stocking next year (2012). 
In 2010 the DNR stocked Birch Lake with 28,855 
walleye fingerlings which amounted to 1510 lbs of fun. 

  Birch Lake is set up on a regular rotation to be stocked 
with walleye fingerlings in the even-numbered years 
(2010, 2012, 2014). Below is a history of the stocking 
from the DNR website: 

DDNNRR  WWaalllleeyyee  SSttoocckkiinngg  oonn  BBiirrcchh  LLaakkee  

Date Size Quantity Lbs 

2010 Fingerlings 28,855 1510 LBS  

2008 Fingerlings 48,240 953 LBS 

2008 Yearling 4,893 527 LBS 

2006 Fingerlings 20,994 1509 LBS 

2004 Adult 95 126 LBS 

2004 Yearling 122 60 LBS 

2004 Fingerlings 32,002 966 LBS 

2002 Yearling 12,867 688 LBS 

2002 Fingerlings 1,110 81 LBS 

2001 Fingerlings 22,822 859 LBS 

1999 Fingerlings 499 LBS 

1996 Fingerlings 16,680 504 LBS 

1994 Fingerlings 12,219 500 LBS 

1992 Fingerlings 15,016 549 LBS 

1990 Fingerlings 43,908 519.2 LBS 

1988 Fingerlings 11,853 387 LBS 

1987 Fingerlings 13,636 539 LBS 

1986 Fingerlings 6,224 
 1985 Fry 500,000 
 1985 Fingerlings 9,375 
 1984 Fingerlings 5,766 
 1983 Fingerlings 32 
 1980 Fry 1,000,000 
 Stocking Fish Sizes 

Fry - Newly hatched fish that are ready to be stocked, 
usually called "swim-ups". Walleye fry are a third of an 
inch or around 8 mm. 

Fingerling - Fingerlings are one to six months old. 
Walleye fingerlings range from 3-8 inches each fall. 

Yearling - Yearling fish are at least one year old. 
Walleye yearlings average from 6-12 inches. 

Adult - Adult fish are fish that have reached maturity. 
Walleye reach maturity at between 4-6 years. 

PP uu rr pp ll ee   MM aa rr tt ii nn   HH oo uu ss ee   NN ee ww ss   
From Gary Martin 

  Jim Madland and I 
checked on the BLA-
sponsored Purple 
Martin House (located 
near the City Dock in 
Hackensack) from the 
middle of May until 
about July 20. One of us 
rolled it down and 
cleaned out the 
sparrow nests about 
every four days. 

Then the martins began 
laying eggs and 

hatching chicks. We kept cleaning the nests until the 
chicks were about ready to fly. 

  We were quite successful; there were 32 eggs laid. We 
found four chicks that didn’t survived. We had 28 birds 
that flew away to Brazil for the winter. The first year, 
only 6 chicks survived. Last year 14 birds made it! We 
like the way the numbers are increasing. 

  If you are interested in starting a Purple Martin colony, 
contact me (Gary Martin) for more information. 

HH ee aa ll tt hh yy   LL aa kk ee ss   LL ee gg ii ss ll aa tt ii vv ee   FF oo rr uu mm     
From the ACCL, Sept. 23, 2011 

WALKER-- Key issues challenging Minnesota lakes and 
rivers, such as invasive species and phosphorous 
loading, were spotlighted at the fourth annual Healthy 
Lakes Legislative Forum Sept. 23 at the Northern Lights 
Conference Center in Walker.  

  Six speakers addressed an audience of about 200 
including legislators, sounding warnings about the 
spread of lake-threatening invasive species such as 
zebra mussels which now infest 59 Minnesota lakes, 
including the Gull chain. Eurasian milfoil also has 
spread alarmingly through state waterways.  

  Lois Sinn Lindquist, new executive director of 
Minnesota Waters, co-sponsor of this Forum, told of 
research to combat currently unstoppable zebra 
mussels, including an experimental chemical. In her 
home county, Douglas County, she said, “war has been 
declared on zebra mussel” under the theme -- “Don't 
Move a Mussel!” 

  The goal of the forums is to provide legislators with 
examples of the effective, citizen-led lake/stream 
protection efforts and how legislators can support these 
efforts.  


