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Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting 
Saturday, July 20, 2012 

Present: Gary Martin, Betty Martin, Gene Tuftin, 
Jim Madland, Paul Blomgren, Rick Zaske, Mark 
Glende, Barbara Harrington, Dean Garoutte, Kristi 
Loftis 

Treasurer’s Report:  The 2013-2014 Budget 
was reviewed and approved. Changes to our 
budget this year included: 

 Increasing size of our ad in the Chainsaw booklet 
at a cost of $100 (vs. $50). 

 RMB Water Sampling fee increased from $235 to 
$250/year. 

 Newsletter/Postage expense was increased to 
$275 to include mailing the directories to all. 

 Annual Meeting expense increased from $100 to 
$200 to allow for food at an evening meeting.   

 Trash bags - $25/yr was added for replacement 
bags for the dispenser at the boat launch (see 
separate article in this issue for more info). 

 Buoys: $750 allocated to repair/replace 
damaged buoys, chains, lights, etc. 

Annual Meeting: The board spent most of the 
meeting discussing and revising committee reports 
to be distributed at the Annual Meeting and 
planning for that meeting (see separate article).  

Gary Martin has served as president of the 
Association since 2009. At this meeting, he 
indicated a desire to step down as President. 
Thank you, Gary for your years of service!!  

Paul Blomgren agreed to stand for election as 
President and Mark Glende as Vice President. 
Shirley and Barb also agreed to stand for election 
as treasurer and secretary, respectively.  

Membership Drive: Many members have given 
donations above and beyond the dues amount this 
year when renewing, totaling $350+ to date. A BIG 
THANK YOU to these generous members!  

 

Meeting Minutes (continued) 

2013 Boat Parade: The 4th of July Boat Parade 
was very successful with 44-48 boats on parade 
and a large number of spectators, some of whom 
decorated their lawns. There was some confusion 
about lineup and what time the parade would 
reach City Dock. If you have any suggestions or 
comments, please contact a board member. 

Photo by Kristi Loftis: Zaskes’ float in the parade 

The Website: Kristi reported that Doug Toth has 
been hosting our Association website through his 
business (Awesome Dudes) at no charge to us and 
has also been paying the $50/yr fee for the domain 
names (mybirchlake.net/.com/.org), for a total 
donated cost of $150/year. The Board approved 
taking over the annual $50 fee for the domain 
names but agreed that if Doug can continue to host 
the website, the continuity of having consistent 
technical know-how in this area is a big plus and of 
great benefit to the Association. Thank you, Doug 
for the donation of these past and future costs.  

Beaver Control: The board received a letter from 
a member expressing concerns about failure to 
spend the money budgeted in 2011-2012 for 
beaver control. The price for pelts was way down 
that year and no one was interested in trapping for 
us (although we tried!!). The winter of 2012-13 we 
did much better; 7 beavers were trapped! 
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The BLA Annual Meeting 

We had a tremendous turnout at the Annual 
Meeting at the Birchwood Char House July 27!! 
Thanks to a later time, good eats, and signage, we 
estimate that over 70 people attended this year’s 
event. We started with social hour from 4:30 to 
5:00 pm, had a short business meeting, and 
wrapped up with some door prizes.  

Photo by Lynne Harrington 

Election of Officers: 

Paul Blomgren President  
Mark Glende, Vice President 
Barb Harrington, Secretary 
Shirley Johnson, Treasurer 

Thank you to all who helped make this event a big 
success including: 

 All the businesses who donated prizes for the 
meeting (see back of this newsletter) and to Barb 
Harrington for getting all the door prizes! 

 Birchwood Char House for donating the space 
for our event. 

 Rick Zaske and his membership drive volunteers 
for getting the word out (we registered over a 
dozen renewed and new members that night!!). 

 Diane Zaske for bringing many boxes of Lake 
Country Journals to give away. 

 Lynne Harrington & Paul Blomgren who 
donated the logo “giveaways” (see photo on last 
page of the newsletter) as well as bags and 
materials for the membership drive. 

 The BLA Board for its work in planning the 
event and keeping the meeting SHORT! 

If you have any input on how we can make next 
year’s Annual Meeting more successful, please 
share your ideas with a Board member! 

 
 

Look for our BOOTH at the 2013 

Chainsaw Event September 27-29 

The Association will again have a booth at the 
Chainsaw Event with handouts, information, and 
free stuff!! We are inviting representatives from 
the DNR-Invasive Species, Cass County 
Environmental Services and LLAWF (shoreline 
management) to participate with us for at least 
part of the festival. You can enter a drawing to 
win a FREE float-plane ride. THANKS to John 
Justad of Lake Country Air for his donation! 

 
 

Keeping Our Lake Clean 

Mark Glende 
purchased, installed, 
and has been stocking 
a trash bag dispenser 
at the boat landing in 
Hackensack. He 
reports that since he 
installed the dispenser 
in June, he has had to 
replace TWO rolls of 
bags. Each roll holds 
250 bags, so that 
means over 500 trash 
bags have been used 
this summer!! 

The bags to-date had been donated (Thank you, 
Glendes!) but will be provided via a new budget 
allocation by the Board. Of the $500 allocated for 
this total project, $115 was spent on purchasing 
and installing the bag dispenser.  

Bags Update: In late August, the city requested 
that we take down the dispenser because some 
hooligans were causing problems with the bags 
(throwing them into the lake, cutting them in strips 
and littering them throughout the park). The 
Chamber and the Lions have also had problems 
with these local kids and have caught them on 
camera; actions are pending. So, until the kids are 
deterred by the cold weather, we will NOT be 
refilling the bags. We hope to be able to re-supply 
the dispenser in time for the ice fishing season! 
  

Photo by Mark Glende 
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Greetings from the New BLA President 
From BLA President Paul Blomgren 

Happy late summer!! I am 
taking over the role of 
Board President from Gary 
Martin. I look forward to 
continuing the great work 
he did to protect OUR Birch 
Lake. It seems appropriate 
to begin my tenure with a 
huge thank you to all of 
the new and renewing 
members of the 
Association. This is YOUR organization, dedicated 
to protecting your beautiful lake and we appreciate 
the support you provide to the BLA!!  

A quick introduction is probably in order. I grew 
up in St. Paul, but had the good fortune to marry 
into a family who lived on Birch Lake. My wife and 
I, along with our two young children, try to spend 
as much time up at the lake as possible all year. At 
the lake, I fish and we all enjoy skiing, tubing and 
pontoon rides. When we are not up here in “God’s 
Country” we live in Northeast Minneapolis and 
both of us work downtown Minneapolis.  

I am very happy to welcome the 4 new Board 
members who volunteered after the Annual 
Meeting! They are: 

Denise McCalla Denny Harnstrom 
Sue Campbell Mary Sue Knautz 

Welcome! And thank you for serving! 

The Annual Meeting was very well attended this 
year (check out the pictures on our website!) and 
we hope to continue to see increased participation 
from the membership. New members and active 
participation make certain that the Board is 
appropriately representing the membership and 
we are allocating resources in the best way 
possible.  

Come by the BLA booth at the Hackensack 
Chainsaw Event, September 27th - 29th. We will 
have some great lake information and you can 
enter to win a ride on the float plane! 

Your comments, suggestions and questions are 
always welcome! Have a great Fall and Winter!  

 

Fishing Ethics 
From the 2013 DNR Fishing Regulations 

As fishing pressure continues 
to grow, the DNR offers these 
suggestions to make fishing 
safe and enjoyable for all 
anglers: 

• Don’t litter monofilament fishing line, styrofoam, 
plastic bags, six‑pack holders, and other plastics 
(can kill fish and wildlife that eat or get tangled 
up in these products). 

• Prepare your boat and trailer before you are on 
the ramp so that you can launch quickly. 

• Ask for permission before entering private land. 
• Keep only the amount of fish you can use. 
• Release some medium-sized fish so they can 

grow larger and be caught in the future. 
 

DNR Netting for Fisheries Sampling 

The week of Aug 5-9 the DNR conducted a fish 
netting on Birch Lake using experimental gill nets 
and shoreline trap nets. Rick Zaske and Mark 
Novotny volunteered as helpers. To see videos and 
pictures of this operation, go to our website.  

Nets were set in standard locations for about 24 
hours, after which the DNR removed the fish and 
moved the nets to another location on Birch Lake. 
They did this throughout the week.  

Fish taken from the traps were measured and 
released back into the lake. Fish taken from the gill 
nets were taken back to the DNR office in Walker. 

Photo by Rick Zaske 

The DNR staff evaluates the sampled fish for size, 
health, and aging structures. This is used to assess 
abundance, condition, size distribution and (for a 
number of species) age and growth. Results from 
this sampling will be available on the DNR website 
by November (check our website for the link). 
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Some Lake Living Q & A 
From the DNR Boating Guide 

Q: If you’re crossing the lake in your pontoon 
and you are approaching a sailboat under 
sail, who has the right-of-way? 

A: The sailboat! The DNR Boating Guide states: 

 “Non-motorized craft (sailboats, canoes, etc.) 
have the right-of-way over motorized craft in all 
situations, except when the non-motorized craft is 
overtaking or passing.” 

Q: Can I apply chemicals I bought at the Flea 
Market to the lake to clear out the weeds?  

A: You’re not allowed to dump ANY chemicals into 
the lake without a DNR permit. Follow these 
guidelines for clearing weeds from the DNR 
Boating Guide: 

“A lakeshore property owner may physically or 
mechanically clear the following without a 
permit:  
Submerged Vegetation: An area for swimming or 

boat docking not exceeding 2,500 square feet and 

not extending more than 50 feet or one-half the 

length of the owner’s shoreline frontage (whichever 

is less) may be cleared of submerged aquatic 

vegetation only by cutting or pulling the plants… 

Vegetation that is cut or pulled must be immediately 

and permanently removed from the water and 

disposed of on high ground where it will not re-enter 

the lake.” 

Q: Can I keep as many fish as I catch? 

A:The MN DNR Fishing Regulations are very clear; 
know the rules about what it means to have fish 
“in possession” (it includes in your freezer!!). 
General rules for Birch Lake are: 
Fish Species       Limit in possession 

Walleye:  6 (only 1 over 20”) 
Northern  3 (only 1 over 30”) 
Lg/Sm Mouth Bass  6* 
Crappie   10 
Sunfish   20 
Rock bass   30 

*After Sept 9, 2013: Smallmouth bass are catch & release only. 

If you’re not sure, CHECK THE RULES! The 
Fishing Regulations booklet is available at any bait 
shop as well as on the MN DNR website. 

 

BLA Purple Martin House News 
From Gary Martin 

All of the boxes in the 
Purple Martin house 
were occupied with 
nesting pairs of Purple 
Martins this year except 
one. In that box, a very 
persistent sparrow 
took up residence and 
would not be evicted, 
even though we cleaned out the nest several times.  

Jim Madland and I cleaned out the boxes for 
about one month until the hatchlings got so big 
they wanted to jump out when we were cleaning.  

The result: 60 young birds were hatched and flew 
away with their parents. Next year, we will be 
adding two gourd houses to expand our Purple 
Martin accommodations  

Loons Go Wild on Birch This Summer 
From Gene Tuftin, Loon Watcher 

Loon Awareness brochures have been placed at 
the six resorts on Birch Lake as well as at the 
Chamber of Commerce building, Swanson’s Bait, 
and Shearen’s Southside gas station. These 
brochures provide information about loons and 
emphasize the importance to boaters of using 
caution around the loons on the lake.  

Loons face dangers from other things as well. 
Betty Martin mentioned that she saw an eagle 
swoop down and take a loon chick recently. That 
chick may have been the only one hatched on the 
lake this year. Large Northerns are also capable of 
taking chicks when they are small. 

Photo by Kristi Loftis 

Other loon enthusiasts have reported seeing 
several mating pairs as well as “singles” on the lake 
this year… as many as 9-10 birds! 

Photo by Kristi Loftis 
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Free Cabin Trust Seminar/Webinar 
From the LLAWF  

Learn How to Put Your Cabin or Lake Home in a 
TRUST or LLC for Your Family! If your lake place is 
the center of your family, the gathering place, the 
spot where friends and extended family gather to 
create life-long memories, then you cannot afford 
to miss this seminar. Lake places are heirlooms, 
not assets. But moving a place from one generation 
to the next can be difficult without good planning. 
Through either a webinar on your computer or a 
live presentation – both free – you can learn about 
the benefits of planning and tools to use to pass on 
the family cabin to the next generation.  

The webinar is October 22, 2013 from 1 to 2 
p.m. and the live seminar is October 24, 7 to 9 
p.m. at the Double Tree South Hotel in 
Bloomington, Minnesota. Call (651) 641-0001 to 
reserve a spot for the live presentation.  

Membership Housekeeping Details 

With this newsletter, you will be receiving a NEW 
Membership Directory. We print the directory 
every other year and before going to press, we try 
as best we can to check and double-check the 
details. Please help us keep an accurate list of our 
members by checking YOUR listing in the 
directory. Did we spell everything correctly? Has 
anything changed?  

In each newsletter, we will post any changes to 
member directory information. We’ve also 
included blank pages at the back of the directory 
for you to write in any new members (we 
sometimes add 5-10 members a year!).  

Email Alerts and Announcements:  The 
majority of our members 
(nearly ¾) listed an email 
address on their application. 
That makes it very efficient for 
us to send email alerts and 
announcements (for example, to find the owner of 
a swim raft that got loose after a storm). If you 
didn’t list an email address but you still want to get 
these messages from BLA, simply send an email 
from that address to wordsmith@live.com. You can 
still have the newsletter mailed to you; simply 
state that as your preference in your email. 

 

DNR Nursery Seedlings on Sale:  

Great Idea for a Shoreline Buffer Zone!! 

Smaller shrubs and water-friendly trees make a 
perfect buffer zone for your shoreline! Now you 
can order seedlings from the DNR to plant on your 
lake lot and get that buffer zone growing: 
From the Walker Pilot-Independent 

The MN DNR state forest nurseries are now 
accepting orders for April and May seedling pickup 
or delivery in 2014. Millions of seedlings are 
available for 2014 planting season, including 21 
species of native bareroot trees and shrubs grown 
from seeds collected in Minnesota. 
Visit the DNR’s website 
(www.mndnr.gov/nurseries) for a 
list of available species and to 
download the order form. Call  
(800) 657-3767 to order seedlings. 

Seedlings vary in size from 6 to 
18 inches in height and prices start 
as low as $115 for 500 seedlings 
(the minimum order). Go together 
with a group of friends or 
neighbors to order your set of 
seedlings!  

Practice Lake-Friendly Lawn Care 

From the Minnesota Waters Healthy Shoreline Fact Sheet 

• Carefully dispose of or compost all lawn 
clippings, leaves, and yard debris. 

• Use zero-phosphorous natural lawn fertilizers, 
such as a backyard compost pile. 

• Control pests with natural methods, such as 
vinegar water or removing them by hand. 

• Sweep up and dispose of any debris on your roof, 
sidewalk, or driveway instead of washing it 
away with a hose or pressure washer. 

• Water only during cool hours of the day, and 
never over-water. 

• Properly dispose of all pet waste. 

 

Do you have something you would like to submit to the 
Newsletter or post on the BLA web site? Send submissions 
to wordsmith@live.com OR send by US mail to:   
    K Loftis, 408 4th Ave NE, Mpls, MN 55413  
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APPRECIATIONS AND ACCOLADES 

 

Thank you letter received from James Blomgren         Thank you letter received from Brandon Fuchs. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit us at:  www.mybirchlake.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Great Big THANK YOU 

These generous merchants donated door prizes for our Birch Lake Association Annual Meeting in July: 

Bayside Bar & Grill 
Bear Pause Theatre  
  (grand prize) 
Benson’s 
Birchwood Char House 
Cabin Life Magazine 
Christmas Point 
 

Hackensack Lumber & Hardware  
Kristie’s Koffee Korner 
Lake Country Air 
Lake Country Journal 
Loons Unlimited 
Lundrigan’s 
Northern Exposure  
 

Serenity Now  
Sun n Fun 
Swanson’s Bait 
The Village Square 
Viddles & Joe 
Walker Bay Coffee Company 
Walker Dairy Queen 
Walker General Store 

Special thanks to Barb Harrington for her donation and for securing all the door prizes for the event! 

Special thanks also to Lynne Harrington & Paul Blomgren for their donations of the float plane ride 
(grand prize) and all the Birch Lake Association logo “giveaways” at the meeting and for the membership 
drive.  
 

 


