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Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting 
Saturday, October 5, 2013 

Present: P. Blomgren, M. Glende, B. Harrington, R. 
Zaske, S. Johnson, D. Harnstrom, K. Loftis, G. Tuftin, 
J. Madland, D. McCalla, G. Martin  

Treasurer’s Report:  Directories cost a bit more 
than usual. More pages, higher postage. Amount 
was approved. Thank you, Shirley for your work!! 

Chainsaw Event Recap: See article on next page. 

Garbage Bag Dispenser:  Due to vandalism over 
the summer, the bag dispenser Mark installed at 
the City boat landing has not been refilled. Mark 
will get the okay from the City before refilling the 
bag dispenser for winter fishing season. Mark has a 
recycling barrel and will get City approval and 
agreement to empty the barrel before placing it at 
the landing. 

Membership Drive: Membership count stands at 
198 (and 4 have been added since!). Well done, 
Membership Committee!! We are discussing giving 
a BLA sticker/flag to members to put on the dock 
or mailbox to show membership in the Association 
(still working on this — if you have any input, 
contact Kristi or Rick). Our Association bylaws also 
reflect that all those in the Little Boy River 
watershed area (including Poquet Lake) are 
eligible for membership in the Association. Rick 
and Kristi will get a plat map of Poquet Lake and 
send a postcard inviting those lake residents to 
join the BLA. 

Buoys/Markers:  We used to have a lighted buoy 
at the rock pile at the end of the big island which is 
no longer there (needs to be replaced). $75 was 
budgeted for buoy upkeep; assessment will take 
place after inspection of the buoys during winter. 

New Directors:  We welcomed four new 
directors to the board:  Denny Harnstrom, Sue 
Campbell, and Mary Knautz, and Denise McCalla. 

 

Minutes (continued) 

BLA Logo Gear:  We discussed offering a 
different color logo shirt and adding logo baseball 
caps or dock flags for sale. $100 was budgeted to 
obtain mock-ups of logo caps. 

Purple Martin House:  56 martins hatched and 
survived in 2013. The house has been full lately so 
Gary purchased nesting gourds to hang on the edge 
of the existing house as supplemental housing 
(approved reimbursing Gary for this cost of $123). 
Gary will contact our co-sponsor of the project (the 
Mille Lacs Band Ojibwe) about adding a second 
Purple Martin house. 

Fishing:  The Board continues to examine the 
concern raised at the Annual Meeting about 
persons taking fish in violation of slot limits (listed 
in the fall newsletter). If you see people taking fish 
in violation of limits, please call the TIP Hotline 
toll-free number 1-800-652-9093 or Cell: #TIP. 

Rick reported on the recent netting analysis 
conducted by the DNR:   

 Birch Lake is a Class 25 lake based on acreage of 
water.  

 The recent project showed that we are about 
where we should be as to walleyes, crappies, 
bullheads, etc. We are, however, way below 
average on perch, which is a walleye food 
source. The DNR, nonetheless, does not 
recommend a different slot limit than the one 
set after 2011. 

 The DNR also noted that Birch is a very clear 
lake; that fish feed more at night, in the late 
evening and early mornings.   

Review of Bylaws:  The Association Bylaws have 
not be updated for some time. The Board will 
review them over the winter and present any 
proposed changes for discussion at the Annual 
Meeting in July, 2014.  
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President’s Message 
From BLA President Paul Blomgren 

Happy winter!! At the risk of being one of those 
annoyingly positive people, I have to say I love the 
stillness of winter up at the lake! I hope you all are 
enjoying the change of seasons as well. 

As the season shifts our activities change, but our 
focus remains the same – Protecting Our Lake! 
Please keep in mind that any trash left on the ice 
ends up in the lake. Thank you for your helping in 
keeping Birch Lake clean and beautiful! 

On the topic of ice fishing, please take a look at 
the Fish House Safety Planning article on our 
website (www.mybirchlake.org) written by Maj. 
Roger Tietz. He has some great suggestions about 
trailer and propane safety.  

We would like to thank all of the members who 
have elected to receive this newsletter via e-mail 
(75%!). This is a huge savings for the Association 
in mailing and printing costs. It is also significantly 
more environmentally-friendly, which is consistent 
with our core values as an organization. 

And as always – Thank you for being a Birch Lake 
Association member!! Your commitment helps to 
protect an amazing resource that is precious to us 
all. 

Low Interest Loans Available for Septic 

System and Well Upgrades 
From the LLAWF Newsletter 

Low interest (3%) loans for up to five years are 
available to landowners in Region Five (Cass & 
Crow Wing counties included) to repair their 
existing failing or non-conforming septic systems. 
New construction does not qualify. Seasonal and 
year-round landowners are encouraged to apply. 

The North Central Economic Development 
Association (NCEDA), a subsidiary of the Region 
Five Development Commission (R5DC) in Staples, 
has loan funds available to lend to area landowners 
to replace, refurbish or service an individual 
household water well system. 

For more information or forms/applications on 
either loan program, visit: 
www.regionfive.org/department or call Dawn Berg 
in Cass County (218) 547-7291) or Tom Esperson, 
Crow Wing County (218) 824-1134). 

 

2013 Chainsaw Event a Success! 

The Birch Lake Association Booth at the 2013 
Chainsaw Event September 27-29 was again a 
tremendous success. We talked to many, many 
people, both members and non-members, about 
aquatic invasive species, shoreline management, 
water quality, and many other lake issues. Lots of 
people picked up information and giveaways.  

A windy Friday and Saturday did not deter the crowds but 
made it tough for Mark to keep the tent from blowing over! 

We also signed up 4 additional memberships! Our 
presence at such events makes for better 
community relations; people can SEE what the 
Association does and who we are, which helps!  

We again held a raffle for a plane ride for 2 and 
the winner of the drawing was Joanne Ferkinhuff 
of Sauk Rapids. 103 people registered for the 
drawing! A BIG THANK YOU to John Justad of 
Beaver Air Tours for donating the plane ride for 
the drawing. It really gets people into the booth!  

Thanks also to Invasive Species expert Joe 
Esterhold of the DNR and Kelley Condiff of Cass 
County Environmental Services for braving the 
rain on Saturday to help answer questions.  

http://www.mybirchlake.org/
http://www.regionfive.org/department
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“The Spirit of Deep Portage” Project 

In honor of their 40th anniversary, Deep Portage 
Learning Center is calling for submissions to The 
Spirit of Deep Portage, a short anthology of creative 
nonfiction, nature facts and personal illustrations 
about the conservation reserve. Each writing 
submission can be science-based or creative 
nonfiction, fiction, or poetry of all forms. Deadline 
is July 1, 2014. For information, go to:  
http://www.deep-portage.org/spirit-of-deep-portage.html 
 

Plenty of Interesting Reading!! 

Members have been sharing many interesting 
articles and postings over the past few months and 
the wealth of information is more than will fit in 
this newsletter So, links to these articles have been 
posted on our website (www.mybirchlake.org): 

 Gene Tuftin’s tips on improving an outhouse, 
published in the December issue of Cabin Life 
(Shirley Johnson shared this).  

 An article in the Initiative Quarterly Liquidity: 
the Clearer the Water, the Stronger the 
Economy by Gene Rebeck (thanks to Penny & 
Chuck Swanum for this tip). 

 A lengthy article on Fish House Safety by Maj. 
Roger Tietz, DNR Enforcement Division (Mark 
Glende passed this on to us).  

 Newsletters from LLAWF and ACCL, both full of 
interesting facts, notices, and news.  

Did You Know? 
From the LLAWF Newsletter; Information via MN DNR 

Did you know that Minnesota has 4,534 managed 
lakes? Of those lakes, 698 lakes are located in 
North Central Minnesota. Cass County has 229 
lakes, Crow Wing 217 lakes, Hubbard 120 lakes, 
and Aitkin County 132 lakes. Sixteen percent 
(16%) of the state’s managed lakes are in North 
Central Minnesota; these are also many of 
Minnesota’s highest quality recreation lakes.  

Of the 10 largest lakes in Minnesota, Cass County 
has Leech Lake, the third largest lake, and Lake 
Winnebegoshish. Mille Lacs Lake, the state’s 
second largest lake, spans three counties, including 
Crow Wing and Aitkin counties.  

 

Happy Thanksgiving, Turkeys 

Over the Thanksgiving weekend, we spotted a 
flock of 18 wild turkeys in Hackensack along No 
Name Ave right at the Paul Bunyan trail. They have 
been seen in that area feeding on acorns. Gobble! 

Photo by K Loftis 

Plan Ahead for Summer Camps! 

The Birch Lake Association sponsors two children 
every year to attend a summer camp at Deep 
Portage Learning Center. If you know someone 
who would be interested in applying for one of our 
scholarships (members, relatives of members, 
neighbors, friends), please encourage them to 
apply. Other camps offered this summer at Deep 
Portage are: 

Mini Camp:  June 30-July 2  (ages 9-16) 

Forkhorn 1: Session 1  June 8-13 
(ages 11-16) Session 2  June 15-20 
  Session 3  July 20-25 (all girls) 
  Session 4  August 3-8 

Forkhorn 2: July 6-11 
(ages 12-16) Additional session dates TBA 
Prerequisite: MN DNR Firearms Safety Certificate 

Forkhorn 3: July 27-August 1  (ages 13-16) 
Prerequisite: MN DNR Firearms Safety Certificate 

Upland Bird: July 20-25  (ages 12-16) 
Prerequisite: MN DNR Firearms Safety Certificate 

Izaak Walton League Camp:  July 27-August 1 
(ages 9-16) with Grandparent or Parent 

We will be formally accepting applications in the 
spring, and generally send campers to the Izaak 
Walton League Camp or the Mini Camp. For more 
information about summer camps at Deep Portage, 
visit their website at: www.deep-portage.org. 
  

http://www.deep-portage.org/spirit-of-deep-portage.html
http://www.mybirchlake.org/
http://www.deep-portage.org/
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Membership Housekeeping Details 

Please update your Directory with these changes: 

Change Denny Harnstrom’s email to: 
 dennyharnstrom@tds.net 

Welcome, New/Renewing Members! Please add: 

Jim & Cindy Block 
11842 Cottonwood St NW 
Coon Rapids, MN 55448 
763-757-1824 
612-388-9247 
Email: cjblock@comcast.net 
Local Address:  5356 Towering Pine Lane 

Tom & Michelle Hill 
515 23rd St SW 
Rochester, MN 55902 
507-358-7311 
Emails: mhill@matikmanagement.com;  
thill@matikmanagement.com 

McMahons: Ted & Kris, Lori & Jeff 
327 Campfire Curve 
Chaska, MN 55318 
952-818-7867 
Email: kristine.mcmahon@atk.com 
Local Address: 261 Murray Ave W 

Jim & Mickey Schuchard 
963 91st Ave NE 
Blaine, MN 55434 
763-786-9342 
Local Phone: 218-675-6324 
Email: jschuchard001@yahoo.com 
Local Address: 5478 Whispering Pines  

Wayne Schmitz 
PO Box 69 
3277 Birch Grove Ct NW 
Hackensack, MN 56452 
320-333-4530 
Email: wayneschmitz8@gmail.com  

Rory & Peggy Smith 
71451 183rd St. 
Dassel, MN 55325 
320-894-8771 
Email: peggys82@hotmail.com 
Local Address: 5169 Woodland Drive 

 

Email Alerts/Announcements 

The majority of our members 
(nearly 75%!) listed an email 
address on their membership 
application. That makes it very 
efficient for us to send email 
alerts and announcements to our members. For 
example, members alerted via email recently 
tracked down a missing swim platform.  

If you didn’t list an email address on your 
application but you still want to get these messages 
from the Association, simply send an email to 
wordsmith@live.com. You can still have a paper 
copy of our newsletter mailed to you; simply state 
that as your preference in your email. 

Photo by K Loftis 

Healthy Waters Press Series 
From the LLAWF Newsletter 

The Healthy Waters press series was developed 
by the Civic Engagement Team of the Leech Lake 
Watershed Restoration and Protection (WRAP) 
Project to help residents and property owners in 
the Leech Lake watershed understand the 
importance of healthy waters to their lives and as 
encouragement to do their part to keep "clean 
water clean" for future generations to enjoy.  The 
seven articles ran in local papers in late 
summer/early fall and include a variety to topics 
on the importance of watersheds. Topics include, 
but are not limited to:  

 Healthy Forests and Water Quality 
 Healthy Connections Between Surface and 

Groundwaters 
 Climate Change Effects on Healthy Waters 
See the full series posted on the LLAWF website: 

http://leechlakewatershed.org/index.cfm/pageid/19 

mailto:dennyharnstrom@tds.net
mailto:cjblock@comcast.net
mailto:mhill@matikmanagement.com
mailto:thill@matikmanagement.com
mailto:kristine.mcmahon@atk.com
mailto:jschuchard001@yahoo.com
mailto:wayneschmitz8@gmail.com
mailto:peggys82@hotmail.com
mailto:wordsmith@live.com
http://leechlakewatershed.org/index.cfm/pageid/19
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Ice Fishing Season Has Begun! 

Birch Lake is officially frozen… since some time 
the week of November 17th (does anyone know the 
official freeze date??). These photos were taken 
December 1 shortly after several fishermen (on 
foot) were seen on the ice in Little Birch.  

There wasn’t a lot of snow cover on Little Birch 
except on the eastern shore, so those walking on 
the bare, slick ice were doing so very carefully. 
Happy ice fishing! 

Photos by K Loftis 

 

 

 

 
 

Do you have something you would like to submit to the 
Newsletter or post on the BLA web site? Send submissions 
to wordsmith@live.com OR send by US mail to:   
    K Loftis, 408 4th Ave NE, Mpls, MN 55413  

Ice Safety Card from the DNR 

This ice safety card (plus much more information) is available on the DNR website at:  
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/safety/ice/thickness.html 
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Box 125, Hackensack, MN  56452 
 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit us at:  www.mybirchlake.org 
 
 
 
 

Accolades and Appreciations 

We received the thank you letter at right in 
October from the LLAWF for our $200 donation.  

THANK YOU to Mark Glende and Paul 
Blomgren for their work to set up, man, and take 
down the BLA booth for the Chainsaw Event. 
Thanks also to John Justad for donating the 
plane ride for 2 for the drawing and to Kelley 
Condiff from Cass County Environmental 
Services and Invasive Species expert Joe 
Esterhold of the DNR. 


