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Annual Meeting Saturday, July 26 
We had a very successful Annual Meeting this year 

with over 40 in attendance. We held a SHORT 
business meeting (see our website to read the 
meeting minutes and the Annual Report). 

 
Board Members and Officers at the Annual Meeting 

AIS Inspectors Kelley 
and Juli Condiff spoke 
briefly about how the 
boat inspections at the 
Birch Lake launch have 
been going. For the 
most part, people are 
cooperating and many 
are appreciating them! 

Juli and Kelley Condiff, AIS Inspectors 

A big THANK YOU to all the merchants and 
individuals who donated door prizes and to Barb 
Harrington, BLA Secretary, for gathering so many! 
See the list of donors on the back of this newsletter. 

The winners of the grand prizes were: 

Mike Coleman: Beaver Air Tours Plane Ride for 2  
Susan Ashland: Bear Pause Theater VIP Party 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  
Next year’s Annual Birch Lake Association 
Meeting (election of officers) will be held: 

Saturday, July 25th  

 

July 4th Parade Featured Special Guests 

With Sock Monkey and Elvis leading the way, our 
little boat parade had at one point 42 watercraft 
snaking around the shores of Birch Lake. Some 
sprinkles and a LOT of wind did not deter the 
patriotic members who decorated their boats, 
cheered loudly, and came down to the shore in big 
groups to wave! THANKS to all who participated, 
both on the water and on the shore. To see a 
slideshow, go to www.mybirchlake.org. 

Hackensack Chainsaw Event Sept. 26-28 

The Birch Lake Association will again have an 
information booth at the Chainsaw Event to provide 
information on AIS, water safety, shoreline 
management, and other lake issues. This year, we 
will again be having a FREE drawing for a $100 gift 
certificate to Swanson’s Bait (THANK YOU, Jim 
Tuller for giving us a generous discount for this 
prize!). Stop by and 
say “hi!” and be sure to 
fill out a card to enter 
this drawing! Or better 
yet, join in and staff 
the booth for an hour! 
See you at the booth! 
 
 

http://www.mybirchlake.org/newsletters/2014AnnualMeetingMinutes.pdf
http://www.mybirchlake.org/AnnualMtg2014/2014%20Annual%20Report.pdf
http://www.mybirchlake.org/
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Letter From BLA President Blomgren 
From Paul Blomgren, Birch Lake Association President: 

As summer draws to a close, we can look back on a 
productive and fun season on Birch Lake. The Birch 
Lake Association had an eventful summer. One of 
the biggest changes was the introduction of Aquatic 
Invasive Species boat inspectors at the public 
landing. Thanks to these hard-working people our 
lake is safer from the inadvertent spread of these 
harmful species. As always we welcome your 
feedback, both positive and negative, about our new 
initiatives. 

Shirley, Paul, Mark, and Jim at the Annual Meeting 

The annual meeting was a success. We had a good 
crowd of members at the Birchwood Char House. 
The meeting was short, and the socializing was 
robust! Thanks to Barb Harrington’s hard work at 
getting donations, EVERYONE in attendance won at 
least one door prize!! Thank you to all of the local 
businesses who donated, we really appreciate your 
support. 

Our next event will be the Chainsaw Event on 
September 26 – 28. Look for our booth, come by to 
say “HI”, and register to win more prizes! 

Another BIG thank you to all of the Board 
members! We had a productive summer and I really 
enjoyed our time together. I am looking forward to 
wonderful fall, and yes, even winter on Birch Lake!  

Paul Blomgren 
 

Members on Poquet Lake & Little Boy River 

We don’t get much news from you – but we’d love 
to! Please send photos, news, or even requests to:  
wordsmith@live.com. We want your input! 

 

Garbage Control Update 

Mark Glende has re-stocked the garbage bag 
dispenser at the boat 
launch on Birch and 
there is now a recycling 
bin AND a garbage can 
where the boaters can 
deposit their recycling 
and trash. The presence 
of the AIS Inspectors at 
the launch have helped to 
keep miscreants from 
messing with the bags 
this summer so that’s a 
plus! Giving boaters a 
place to dump their trash 
(besides in the lake!) 
helps to keep the lake cleaner! 

Logo Gear Update 

  At left, Mark Glende 
is modeling the new 
Birch Lake Association 
logo ball cap and logo 
jacket. New polo shirts 
are also available, now 
in navy, red, or dark 
green.  

Ball caps are $20 and 
polo shirts are $27.50. 
Use the order form 
available on our 

website to order ball caps or polo shirts. To order a 
jacket ($40 + $10 for a customized name/title), 
send an email to Mark with sizes/quantity. 

Sandpiper Pipeline News 

The ACCL has asked that we pass along 
information to our members about the proposed 
route of the Sandpiper Pipeline Project. Links are 
available on our website to view the map of the 
proposed routes along with a comment form you 
can use to send your thoughts in to the State of 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. A group 
called the Friends of the Headwaters is proposing 
an alternative route that would avoid cutting 
through the lake country (central Minnesota).  

mailto:wordsmith@live.com
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Birch Lake Cleanup Planned 

Last year, during a storm, a floating dock was 
broken up and pieces were strewn throughout the 
back bay on Little Birch. The wood frame and large 
chunks of Styrofoam washed ashore in several 
spots, mostly on county and state land (see photo). 
The dock owners 
have not cleaned 
up the mess and 
this stuff does not 
biodegrade. The 
solution? We are 
planning a lake 
cleanup day that 
will include 
collecting this type of debris around the lake. If you 
can help, please email wordsmith@live.com with 
dates you would be available to help. Thank you!! 
 

Membership Directory Updates 

Please welcome these new members and 
update your BLA directory to include: 
 

Dan & Dawn, Caleb & Sienna Bendell 
600 Bighorn Drive 
Chanhassen, MN  55317 
Address on Lake: 5102 Island View Drive  
Phone: 952-937-5029 
Email: dawnrbendell@msn.com 
 

Steve Dennison 
1313 K St. SW 
Cedar Rapids, IA  52404 
Address on Lake: 3241 Poquet Trail NW 
Phone: 319-573-3753 
Email: poquet@WebTV.net 
 

Julie Peachey  
2501 38th Street 
Des Moines, IA 50310 
Address on Lake: 328 Lakeshore Drive West 
Phone: 515-975-2769 
Email: joules1218@gmail.com 

 

Do you know a neighbor who is not a member? 
Invite them! Applications are on our website! 

 

Memorial Butterfly Gardens Update 

Birch Lake Association Memorial Butterfly Garden 

Shirley Johnson and Vivian Palmer and a few 
volunteers have given the Memorial Butterfly 
Garden at the City Park a facelift with a fresh path 
and new mulch. Check it out! It’s behind the small 
log building (Lending Library).  

And a big THANKS to those who’ve volunteered 
their time and muscles to help! Our thanks to Char 
Wilkes from the Owl’s Nest, to Jim Madland for 
help with all the mulch, and to Mary Parrish for 
donating flowers.  

Goose Droppings Prevention 101 

Geese like to come ashore and hang around on 
lawns that are mowed clear down to the water’s 
edge. They do NOT like to come ashore where the 
shoreline is planted with tall grass, wildflowers, 
reeds, or bushes (for fear of unseen predators).  

So, to prevent goose droppings on your lawn, 
consider planting a buffer zone along your 
shoreline. Buffer zones of taller plants and shrubs 
provide a filter for the run-off into the lake AND 
prevent geese and ducks from using your yard as 
their bathroom.  

For more on how YOU can add a buffer zone (and 
other shoreline management information), see the 
Cass County Shoreland Homeowner’s Guide to Lake 
Stewardship at this link:  
http://www.co.cass.mn.us/esd/solid_waste/pdfs/shoreland_ow
ners_guide.pdf  

mailto:wordsmith@live.com
mailto:dawnrbendell@msn.com
mailto:poquet@WebTV.net
http://www.co.cass.mn.us/esd/solid_waste/pdfs/shoreland_owners_guide.pdf
http://www.co.cass.mn.us/esd/solid_waste/pdfs/shoreland_owners_guide.pdf
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Loon Watch Report 
From Gene Tuftin, Loon Watcher on Birch 

Gene says:  “I haven't been able to get over to 
little Birch very much this season but there are 
usually two pair of loons there. Have seen three 
pair on big Birch and one pair near Hyde-A-Way 
Bay that had a chick. Not sure if the chick survived. 
Still hoping to find a pair of watchful eyes on little 
Birch.”  

If you’re willing to help Gene watch for loons, send 
him an email at val-gene@hotmail.com.  

Loon photos courtesy of Jackie Schumacher. 

The loons have suffered in 2014: First came the 
floods, washing out some nesting areas. Then came 
the pestilence - biting black flies that get into a 
loon’s eyes and nasal passages. Loons are forced to 
dive into the water to shake off the flies, 
abandoning their nests, leaving eggs exposed to 
heat, cold and predators. Rate of abandonment is 
estimated at 70% of nesting loons in some areas, 
more than twice the highest rate in the past 22 
years. Some areas reported a second nesting cycle 
this season. Those second-round chicks need two 
months to learn to fly, leaving them less time to 
develop before fall migration. Be alert for those 
young birds! 

 

Birch Lake Buoy Damage/Theft 

This year has been an especially expensive one for 
damage to Birch Lake buoys and channel markers. 
Vandals have destroyed the lights on several buoys. 
In August, someone even went to the effort of 
towing two ball markers and a pencil buoy with 
their chains and anchors out of the channel and into 
deep water. Luckily, Paul Blomgren was able to tow 
the two ball markers back into place; the pencil 
buoy showed up a week later, too damaged to use.  

Usually in the course of a year, one or two buoys 
will break loose or get damaged in a storm. But this 
year, the number of buoys damaged or stolen far 
exceeds the average – and ALL seem to be due to 
vandalism, people intentionally causing damage. 

The Birch Lake Association (not the state, the DNR, 
the county, or any other government organization) 
is responsible for maintaining and replacing the 
buoys and markers on Birch Lake. This means 
YOUR Association fees go toward repairing and 
replacing these fixtures and it amounts to several 
hundred dollars per buoy. Thanks go to Paul 
Blomgren, Mark Glende, and Jeff Thorson for their 
work in installing lights and recovering damaged or 
“relocated” buoys this past summer. 

Buoys and markers in the channel; photo by K. Loftis 

Buoys and channel marker are necessary for safe 
boating on the lake. The only way to prevent 
vandalism and theft of our buoys and channel 
markers is to band together as a lake community 
and SPEAK UP. Talk to your neighbors. Talk to your 
guests. If you see something, SAY something! Make 
sure everyone knows that this kind of hooliganism 
will not be tolerated on Birch Lake.  
 

Do you have something you would like to submit to the 
Newsletter or post on the BLA web site? Send submissions 
to wordsmith@live.com OR send by US mail to:   
    K Loftis, 408 4th Ave NE, Mpls, MN  55413 
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Box 125, Hackensack, MN  56452 
 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit us at:  www.mybirchlake.org 
 

**Are you receiving a PRINTED copy of this newsletter?? You can save BLA RESOURCES by receiving 
newsletters by email. Simply send a note to wordsmith@live.com to request this.** 
 

 
 
 
 
 

These Businesses and Individuals Donated Door Prizes for the BLA Annual Meeting 

THANK YOU for your Generous Donations!! 

Business/Individual  Donations  Business/Individual  Donations 

Andy Bray  Husqvarna Ear Protectors Loons Unlimited  Two ½ lbs of fudge;  
Two $10 gift certificates  

Barb Harrington  Horseshoe wall hanging Lucette’s  $25 gift certificate  

Bayside Bar & Grill  $10 gift certificate  Lundrigan’s, Walker  Two pairs socks  

Bear Pause Theatre VIP Room Rental  Northern Exposure,  $25 gift certificate  

Benson’s, Walker  $20 gift card  Northwoods General Store  Two sweatshirts  

Big Dipper  $10 gift certificate  Old Woman Bones  15 min Tea Leaf reading  

Birch Lake Association  Logo Ball cap  Reeds, Walker  Cooler duffle, 2 T-shirts; 2 caps  

Blomgrens  Beaver Air Airplane ride  Subway, Walker  Five 10% off VIP coupons  

Cabin Life Magazine  1 year subscription  Sun n Fun  Pop & Candy Fun Pack  

Christmas Point Scented candle  Swanson’s  $25 gift certificate  

Dairy Queen, Walker Free medium Blizzard  Sylvia’s Attic  Two herbal sachets  

Fun Sisters, Walker  Purse & sunglasses  The Village Square $20 gift card  

Hackensack Hardware  $10 Eco Science Toy  Thrifty White, Walker  Picture frames, candle holders, 
candle tray, beanie babies  

Jackie Schumacher  Two color photos  Viddles & Joe  Two Breakfast Buffets  

Kristie’s Koffee Korner  $10 Gift Certificate  Walker Bay Coffee Co.  $10 gift certificate; coffee; tea 

Lake Country Journal  1 year subscription    

 
Door Prize Certificate/Gift Card Recipients:  Be sure to check in your envelope for the details of the prize (amount, 

expiration date, etc.). Any questions? Send a comment via the website at www.mybirchlake.org . 

mailto:wordsmith@live.com
http://www.mybirchlake.org/

