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Dedicated to the Preservation and Improvement  
of Birch Lake and It’s Environment. 

	
	
The President’s Message 
 As we get ready to close out 2015, I’d like to wish all of our 
friends and members of the Birch Lake Association a “Safe and 
Happy Holiday Season”. 
Our membership continues to be supportive and engaged -- and 
the Board of Directors is very appreciative! Our work continues 
to focus on the core BLA mission of “Protecting and Preserving 
Birch Lake”. Primary areas of activity include water quality 
testing, lake level management, boating safety, and membership 
drive.  
The Birch Lake Association has had a productive year. Our 
membership is the highest it has ever been -- topping out with 192 
families and 50 businesses. The website and newsletter were a 
huge challenge this year, but those involved rose to the occasion 
and did an outstanding job. We are very fortunate to have a 
dedicated and active Board of Directors. As President, I am very 
grateful for the diligence and professionalism of our Board 
members. They make the BLA a very effective organization. 
Lastly, continue to spread the word about our great association! 
Membership is the key to a healthy BLA organization. We invite 
all Birch Lake area residents to become members. Be an 
ambassador of BLA and encourage your neighbors, friends and 
local businesses to check us out. A BLA Membership is a great 
holiday gift that will continue to give for generations to come. 
Your ongoing support is appreciated, and with your assistance, 
the Birch Lake Association will have a great 2016.  
 
Mark Glende 
	

Winter Sports  
With the change of seasons here in lake country, 
there are many winter activities for those who are still 
around. 
Ice fishing, cross country skiing, snowshoeing, and 
snowmobiling, to name a few. 
If you are going to be on the lake for ice fishing or 
any of these activities, be sure to check the ice before 
you go out!  Sheriff Burch writes a periodic column 
on Facebook. He has included lots of great 
information about using our lakes in the winter. The 
current column is included in this newsletter, but if 
you are interested is seeing this kind of information 
on a regular basis, you can “Like” the Cass County 
Facebook page to see this kind of information 
regularly. 
While many activities happen on the lake – be sure to 
check out other resources in the area as well.  The 
Hiram XC ski trails are well groomed and a beautiful 
trail through the woods.  Snowmobilers can use the 
Paul Bunyan Trail and from there access many miles 
of groomed trails.  The Deep Portage Learning 
Center is open all winter for hiking, snowshoeing and 
skiing and has an interesting interpretive center for 
warming up! 
Big	Birch	froze	over	on	November	29,	
Little	Birch	was	a	day	or	two	before	
that.	
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Deep Portage Trail Map 

Deep Portage Learning Center 
     Each year our Lake Association awards 2 scholarships 
to camps at Deep Portage.  
	Fay L. Harrington founded Deep Portage Conservation 
Reserve in 1973. The Cass County Commissioners set 
aside tax-forfeited land for the construction of a 
conservation education and resource management campus.  
The Resource Heritage Center (RHC) was opened for the 
public in 1987. Deep Portage has been providing quality 
environmental education programs and services for over 
15 years. The RHC provides an education site with 
classrooms, dining hall, a theater, an indoor climbing wall 
and bed space for 175 occupants.  
Deep Portage is located on 6,307 acres of beautiful glacial 
hills, lakes, rivers and bogs. The forest type is 
predominantly aspen and the balance consisting of red, 
white and jack pine with some red and white oak. Wildlife 
abounds on the reserve. Deer, coyote, bear, fisher, and 
porcupine are just a few of the local residents. Big Deep 
Lake is 100 feet deep and the reserve is located on more 
than a mile of natural undisturbed shoreline.  
It is operated by the Deep Portage Conservation 
Foundation, a 501(c) (3) non-profit corporation, for 
people of all ages. Open to the public, it is a place where 
community, education, and the environment come 
together. There are hiking trails to enjoy, an interpretive 
center to explore, and educational programming available 
year round. 
		School	groups	use	the	camp	during	the	school	year,	
and	our	campers	get	to	choose	from	several	different	
camps	including	a	Fish	Camp,	Izaak	Walton	League	
Camp,	a	Fire	Arm	Safety/Deer	Hunting	camp	and	an	
Upland	Bird	Camp.			
				If	you	are	interested	in	reviewing	applicants	for	
camp,	please	let	us	know.	

Reminders:	
	Dark	houses,	fish	houses	and	portables	must	be	
off	the	ice	no	later	than	midnight		March	7,	2016	

• If shelters are not removed, owners will be 
prosecuted, and the structure and contents may 
be confiscated and removed, or destroyed by a 
conservation officer. 

• After removal dates, shelters may remain on the 
ice between midnight and one hour before 
sunrise only when occupied or attended. 

• Storing or leaving shelters on a public access is 
prohibited. 

It	is	unlawful	to	improperly	dispose	of	ice	fishing	
shacks	anywhere	in	the	state.	Please	clean	up	around	
your	shack	and	check	with	local	refuse	providers	or	
landfills	for	ice	shelter	disposal	information.	
	
	

	
Polar Plunge, 2013 
 
 

Back to Hack	is	scheduled	for	January	14-16.		
This	year’s	event	will	include	snow	sculpting,	a	fun	
run/walk,	kkshing	contest,	polar	plunge,	winter	
carnival	games	and	fireworks!			
	
Check	the	Chamber	Website	for	more	details	about	
these	activities!	
http://www.hackensackchamber.com/	
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Pine River Journal   
Thursday, February 25, 1968 

The Ice Man Cometh 
   In this age of fast-lane living, there are still some 
folks doing things the old-fashioned way. 
   Waiting for a warm day to do a cold job just didn’t 
seem to be in the cards for Ed and Marcia Swanson of 
Swanson’s Bait in Hackensack as they looked to the 
skied for signs of a warming trend. So on a deceptively 
sunny day with bitter winds, Ed gave the words tht 
today would be the day. The temperature registered in 
the single digits with the wind chill index dipping into 
the minus double digits. 
   Donning long johns and layers of clothing, Ed and 
three other hardy souls left the warmth of hearth and 
home to cut ice.  This job is done one day a year in the 
deep freeze months of December or January, just as it 
has been done by Swanson for the last sixteen years 
and for many years prior to that by sellers of ice. 
   The first step is to clear an area of snow on Birch 
Lake big enough to cut the ice, haul and lay it out. 
Once this is done, a large section of ice is measured 
off, staked and marked with a royal blue chalk line. 
Out comes the modern-day convenience of a 24-inch 
bar chain saw, with the rakers filed off to reduce the 
drag and facilitate cutting. 
   Bzzzzzz. Bzzzzzz. Bzzzzzz. 
One row of four blocks—six feet long by two feet 
wide by the ice depth of fifteen inches is cut. That one 
row is pushed under the ice so that the remaining 
blocks can be cut and floated to an exit point.  This 
year the ice is relatively thin in comparison to other 
years when it has been up to 33 inches thick. 
   Bzzzzzz. Bzzzzzz. Bzzzzzz. 
   More blocks, 96 in total, are scored with the chain 
saw, but not cut all the way through to the water.  Out 
comes the turn-of-the-century, six foot, ice saw with 
tw0-inch teeth to bite through the remaining thickness 
of ice. 
   Each 1500 pound chunk is momentarily freed and 
floats gracefully as a beluga whale, only to be captured 
by a harpoon-type hook and dragged to the exit point.  
With a steel cable wrapped securely around it, in the 
tow of a pickup, the block is pulled atop the ice and 
skidded to a resting place among its beached 

comrades.  The faintly aqua-tinged rectangles stand in 
solemn stillness awaiting the nest step in their fate---
the arrival of the hired man with the gigantic ice-tong 
logging truck.  
   The blocks are hoisted and placed on the flatbed 
truck like longs, transported into town and unloaded 
into a rough-hewn, unpainted, unpretentious, wood-
frame ice house with a dirt floor.  Each layer of block 
is covered with sawdust for insulation and there it 
remains until purchased. 
In some years, up to half of the ice melts over the 
course of time that it is held in storage.  Within the ice 
house, the layers of ice and sawdust keep the ground 
beneath the house frozen until July, but after that the 
ice actually melts from the hear of the earth under it.  
Swanson’s supply usually lasts through Labor Day and 
when the ice is gone, the house is cleaned out and 
stands ready to receive a new shipment come winter. 
   A huge, black, gapping hole the size of a house is 
left after all the loaves of ice are removed from the 
water.  For obvious safety reason, Swanson and crew 
will surround the opening with a woven-wire fence, 
trees and signs to warn people of the potential danger. 
   No longer does the ice man cometh. No longer are 
the bricks of ice peddled as they once were, hauled in 
sleds and later wheeled vehicles, to businesses and 
Continued on page 5

Looking Back….  
Diane Zaske has been looking at the BLA Scrapbooks and is kind enough to give us a glimpse 
of our history. 
Many	of	you	Birch	Lake	residents	will	remember	Swanson's	Ice	House.	For	those	of	you	who	didn't	ever	
experience	getting	to	watch	the	ice	cutting,	this	article	will	give	you	a	glimpse	into	the	good	'ole	days	on	
Birch	Lake.	
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With the unseasonably warm and nice fall that we have 
enjoyed, the topic of early ice conditions safety is 
probably not on the first thing on our minds. However 
with changing temperatures and freezing occurring, ice is 
coming. It is hard to believe a year ago at this time folks 
were venturing out on area lakes - not only on foot, but 
also with utility vehicles, larger fish houses and full size 
fish houses around Thanksgiving. Each year is definitely 
different and this year we won’t have those early good 
conditions, but ice will be forming. We often get calls at 
the Sheriff’s Office about ice safety and specifically if ice 
is safe on a particular lake or location. These are tough 
questions to answer as we honestly don’t know, especially 
since conditions can change rapidly and daily. There 
really is no sure answer. You can't judge the strength of 
ice just by its appearance, age, thickness, temperature or 
whether or not the ice is covered with snow. Strength is 
based on all these factors -- plus the depth of water under 
the ice, size of the water body, water chemistry and 
currents, the distribution of the load on the ice and local 
climatic conditions. As we venture from open water 
fishing and recreation to ice conditions we want to 
address ice safety, especially safety during early ice 
conditions when conditions are very vulnerable and 
people are excited to do some fishing or recreating, 
especially around the Thanksgiving holiday weekend.  
The Cass County Sheriff’s Office and the MN DNR 
would like to remind about the following safety tips 
regarding ice and travelling on the ice.  
• New ice is usually stronger than old ice. Four inches of 
clear, newly formed ice may support one person on foot, 
while a foot or more of old, partially thawed ice may not. 
• Ice seldom freezes uniformly. It may be a foot thick in 
one location and only an inch or two just a few feet away. 
• Ice formed over flowing water and currents is often 
dangerous. This is especially true near streams, bridges 
and culverts. Also, the ice on outside river bends is 
usually weaker due to the undermining effects of the 
faster current. 
• The insulating effect of snow slows down the freezing 
process. The extra weight also reduces how much weight 
the ice sheet can support. Also, ice near shore can be 
weaker than ice that is farther out. 
• Booming and cracking ice isn't necessarily dangerous. It 
only means that the ice is expanding and contracting as 
the temperature changes. 
• Schools of fish or flocks of waterfowl can also adversely 
affect the relative safety of ice. The movement of fish can 
bring warm water up from the bottom of the lake. In the 
past, this has opened holes in the ice causing snowmobiles 
and cars to break through. 
While traveling on ice the following guidelines can help 
you survive a potential threatening situation. 
• Check for known thin ice areas with a local resort or bait 
shop. 
Test the thickness yourself using an ice chisel, ice auger 
or even a cordless 1/4 inch drill with a long bit. 

• Refrain from driving on ice whenever possible. 
If you must drive a vehicle, be prepared to leave it in a 
hurry--keep windows down and have a simple emergency 
plan of action you have discussed with your passengers. 
• Stay away from alcoholic beverages. 
Even "just a couple of beers" are enough to cause a 
careless error in judgment that could cost you your life. 
And contrary to common belief, alcohol actually makes 
you colder rather than warming you up. 
• Don't "overdrive" your snowmobile or utility vehicle’s 
headlight. 
At even 30 miles per hour, it can take a much longer 
distance to stop on ice than your headlight shines. Many 
fatal snowmobile through-the-ice accidents occur because 
the machine was traveling too fast for the operator to stop 
when the headlamp illuminated the hole in the ice. 
• Wear a life vest under your winter gear. 
Or wear one of the new flotation snowmobile suits. And 
it's a good idea to carry a pair of ice picks that may be 
homemade or purchased from most well stocked sporting 
goods stores that cater to winter anglers. It's amazing how 
difficult it can be to pull yourself back onto the surface of 
unbroken, but wet and slippery ice while wearing a 
snowmobile suit weighted down with 60 lbs of water. The 
ice picks really help pulling yourself back onto solid ice. 
CAUTION: Do NOT wear a flotation device when 
traveling across the ice in an enclosed vehicle!  
The last item, I would like to address about thin ice 
situations is animals on the ice. We often get calls about 
dogs or other animals that have ventured out onto thin ice 
and are in need of rescue. The most important thing for all 
dog owners at this time of year, as ice is thinning and the 
danger is greatest, is to keep your dog on leash around 
any partially frozen body of water. If you do let your dog 
off-leash, be sure you have sufficiently trained your dog 
so you can call him or her away from danger before it’s 
too late. Never go out on thin ice areas to rescue your dog 
or animal. This could put you and rescuers in a very 
dangerous and life threatening position.  
If you have specific questions that you would like 
answered in this column or in person, please feel free to 
contact me anytime using one of the following methods:  
Email:  
tom.burch@co.cass.mn.us 
Phone: 218-547-1424 | 1-800-450-2677 
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L o o k i n g  B a c k  (cont.) 
…residents, throughout the small towns and cities. 
Today, when someone wants to buy bulk ice, they 
go to the ice house where they place their order for a 
chunk weighing about 25 pounds. The desired 
amount of ice is cut from the big block with a saw, 
hung up by large ice tongs and then hosed down to 
wash away the sawdust and dirt. Instead of the ice 
being a staple in homes with fashionable ice boxes 
as it once was, now the ice is kept in coolers and 
wash tubs and used to keep food and fluids cold for 
wedding and celebrations of all kinds. 
   In a few days, the open water will become solid ice 
again and the markers will be removed. There will 
be no sign that man made an incision and removed a 
part of the ice of Birch Lake.  The will be no scar, no 
imprint, no environmental impact from this activity. 
And the ice men will not cometh again until the 
winter winds of next year. 
©Andrea Lee Lambrecht 1988 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
By now you should have received your new 
2015-2017 Birch Lake Association Membership 
Directory.  In addition to membership 
information, it includes lots of information 
regarding lakeshore management, boating and 
lake health. A huge thank you to Shirley 
Johnson , Sue Holthaus, Rick and Diane Zaske 
for the many hours they put in to pull this 
Directory together!   
Directory Additions/Corrections: 
Since	publication	we	have	two	additional	
memberships!		There	is	room	to	add	this	
information	on	page	64	or	66.	
John & Dawn Bennett 
19601 Tyler St 
Elk River, MN 55330 
Phone: 612-251-7407 
Local Address: 2931 43rd Ave 
    Hackensack, MN 56452 
Email: dsaltbenn2002@yahoo.com 
 
Nathan & Anne Wear 
1635 Apache Drive NE 
Solon, IA 52333 
Phone: 319-631-8659 
Local Address: 4949 Woodland Drive NW 
    Hackensack, MN 56452 
Email: nwear@solon.K12.ia.us 

Directory	continued…	
 
Robert & Joanne Kemnits  
Delete second phone number 
	
Total	Image.	Stephanie	Fank		Please	delete	the	
first	phone	number,		The	correct	number	for	both	
the	business	listing	and	business	card	is	218	675	
6197.	 
 
Volunteer Opportunities: 

• Deep Portage Camper application 
reviews 

 

 
Officers 

Mark Glende, President 
Paul Blomgren, Vice President 

Barb Harrington, Secretary 
Shirley Johnson, Treasurer 

Board Members 
Denny	Harnstrom	
Sue	Holthaus		
Mary	Knautz	
Jim	Madlin	
Betty	Martin	
Gary	Martin	
Mark	Novotny	

Jackie	Schumacher		
Gene	Tuftin	
Mary	Knautz	
Rick	Zaske	

 
Contact Information  

Mybirchlake@gmail.com 
 

Be sure to visit our new website!  
Mybirchlake.org 
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Box 125, Hackensack, MN  56452 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit us at: www.mybirchlake.org 
**Are you receiving a PRINTED copy of this newsletter?? You can save BLA RESOURCES by receiving 
newsletters via email. Simply send a note to mybirchlake@gmail.com to request this.** 

    
What good is the warmth of summer without the cold of winter to give it 

sweetness.              John Steinbeck 


