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Dedicated to the Preservation and Improvement  
Of Birch Lake and It’s Environment 

 
From the President – 
Fall is here! I have to admit that I love the change of 
seasons. It provides an opportunity to reflect back over 
the past season and enthusiastically look ahead. This 
was another great summer for the Birch Lake 
Association. We continue to grow our membership, 
and find ways to protect and enjoy our lake. The 
Association membership is at an all-time high with 
218 family memberships and 55 businesses, as of last 
count! More of our neighbors on Poquet Lake are 
joining us. Just as importantly, we continue to build 
and foster an amazing sense of community on the lake. 
Our Annual Meeting had remarkable attendance of 
over 80 people, and thanks to our generous business 
partners everyone got a door prize!!  The 4th of July 
boat parade had great participation both in the boats 
and cheering on shore. We had well over 130 visitors 
to our booth at the Chainsaw event, where the most 
common sentiment expressed was, “I wish our lake 
association was this active.” Well ours is!! 
On the topic of the 4th of July Boat Parade, I had a 
couple quick comments. As always, it is a great way to 
showcase our patriotism and have fun with our 
neighbors on the lake. Tentatively, we are going with 
an unofficial “theme” of Super Heroes! This is a 
suggestion for a parade theme that gives participants 
the option for a decorating theme if they want. The 
Red, White and Blue will always be the Official 
Theme! Also, we are going to try going clockwise this 
year. It seems unfair that the owners at the end get 
cheated EVERY year with a dwindling parade. I think 
it makes sense to switch directions every year. The 
lead boat would need to remember. Please send me a 
note if you have any feedback, positive or negative 
(presidentbla@yahoo.com).  
I hope there wasn’t too much of a collective groan 
when you found out I would be back as President. As 
my comments above about the boat parade hopefully 
illustrate, I am not one to try to make changes simply 
to change things. But, rather I do want to cultivate an 

environment where we aren’t afraid to make 
thoughtful changes to improve our lake community. I 
am particularly impassioned about changes in the spirit 
and support of fairness.   
As we look ahead, I am absolutely optimistic about life 
on Our Lake (Birch and Poquet)! There will certainly 
be challenges to face, but every year our community 
grows stronger, more able and willing to answer these 
challenges. As our sense of community flourishes, we 
will all be able to enjoy life on Our Lake and focus on 
some serious FUN!!! I am looking forward to serving 
you in this capacity for the next couple years and much 
longer in other board capacities. Always feel free to 
contact me. 
Paul Blomgren 
President, Birch Lake Association  
 
          

 
 
             



 
2018 Upcoming Events 
 
January 12-14 -  Back To Hack Winter Festival 
July 4 – BLA Boat Parade 
July 6-11 Sweetheart Days 
July 28 – BLA Annual Meeting (location to be 
announced) 
 5 PM Social Hour 
 5:30 PM Meeting 
August 11 – Northwoods Arts Council Art & Book 
Fair 
September 21-23 - Chainsaw Festival 
September 13-29 -  Fall Has It All! 
 

 Birch Lake Association Website 
http://www.mybirchlake.org 

 
Our association website is a wealth of information, 
including area events, information about lakeshore 
management, membership and Birch Lake Gear! 

Be sure to visit regularly. 
 

You can also keep track of lake happenings on our 
Facebook page – 

www.facebook.com/mybirchlake/ 
 

Another resource for area happenings is the 
Hackensack Chamber Website 

www.hackensackchamber.com 
 
 BLA is a member of Minnesota Lakes and Rivers 
Advocates: 
http://www.mnlakesandrivers.org/ 
 
https://www.facebook.com/MN-Lakes-and-Rivers-
Advocates-MLR-238927069488307/ 
 
MLR Completes 2016 Lake Home and Cabin 
Ownership Study 
Starting in 1999, MLR has periodically conducted a phone 
survey of lake home and cabin owners. The results have 
always been enlightening. For instance, the average 
household income of a MN Lake Home and Cabin owner is 
about $58,000. The average length of ownership is 34 
years, one of the highest in the nation.  
There is lots of great information for you here. 
 

 
 
From the Minneapolis Star Tribune 
Lake groups give millions in time and 
money - Minnesota study is first to measure 
citizens’ impact on preservation efforts. 
By JOHN REINAN john.reinan@startribune.com 
 

 
 

Minnesota’s private lake associations contribute more than 
$6.2 million and 1.2 million volunteer hours each year to 
preserving the quality of the state’s signature natural 
resource, according to a study released Monday. 
Concordia College in Moor-head conducted the study over 
the summer on behalf of Minnesota Lakes and Rivers 
Advocates. The authors said they believe it’s the first study 
to measure the preservation efforts of the more than 500 
private lake associations in the state. 
Lake association members “are there at the lake, every day, 
all year long,” said co-author Michelle Marko, a Concordia 
biology professor and co-director of the college’s 
environmental studies program. “They have a lot of 
knowledge and they’re providing a great resource, both in 
their financial contributions and their volunteer work. 
“There are over 12,000 lakes in Minnesota. Managing them 
is a very complex task,” Marko said. “We have many 
agencies working on that — local governments as well as 
state organizations and even federal. To manage each of 
those 12,000 lakes is a lot of work and no one person or 
organization can be everywhere at one time.” 
The study was based on a survey of members from 186 lake 
associations, along with interviews and field visits. 
The most common concerns cited by members were aquatic 
invasive species, overall water control and runoff policy. 
Respondents also expressed a desire to work more closely 
with the state Department of Natural Resources and 
expressed concern over the aging population of lake 
property owners. 
The report concludes that “Minnesota’s lake associations 
play a crucial role in protecting and managing Minnesota’s 
lakes.” 
It recommends “more communication and collaboration 
between policymakers and lake associations.” 
John Reinan • 612-673-7402 
                        



  The summer has flown by,  

Here are a few of the highlights- 

 
The	boat parade	was	a	great	success	again	this	year,	we	
had	lots	of	participants	on	the	water	and	many	more	
cheering	from	docks	all	around	the	lake.	Thank	you	to	
everyone	who	participated.	
	

	
At	our	Annual Meeting	we	celebrated	our	largest	
membership	ever!	218	families	and	55	businesses!!	A	
HUGE	Thank	You	to	Rick	Zaske	for	all	of	his	work	on	the	
membership	drive.		Your	membership	helps	us	
participate	in	a	variety	of	activities	and	organizations	
that	keep	our	lake	a	healthy	and	thriving	fishery	and	
recreational	destination..		A	very	special	Thank	You	to	all	
the	businesses	and	individuals	who	donated	door	prizes.	
	

						
	
We	had	at	least	one	loon chick	hatch	this	summer	–	
although	at	one	point	we	had	3	active	nests!		This	chick	
survived	into	October.		On	October	22,	we	still	had	art	
least	one	loon	on	the	lake.			
	

	
	
The	Little Library	that	we	purchased	in	Honor	of	June	
Nygren	has	been	installed	near	the	Chamber	of	
Commerce	building	–	check	it	out!	
	

	
	
The	Memorial Garden	continues	to	be	a	beautiful	little	
respite	at	the	boat	landing.		Remember	that	these	folks	
always	appreciation	help	in	the	garden	–	We’ll	let	youn	
know	the	gardening	schedule	again	in	the	spring.	
	



Even though the weather was definitely not perfect for this 
year’s Chainsaw Event,	we had 138 entries into the free 
drawing!	

 
The winners were: 
$50 gift certificate to Swanson's - Ted McMahon  
Loon Photograph -  John Nation (Louisville, KY) 
BLA Cap - Lisa McComas  
 
A special thank you to Gary and Betty Martin, Jim 
Madland, and Gary Krimmel for setting up, taking down 
and staffing the booth! You all rock! 

 
 
 
	
	
	

	
	
A BIT OF BIRCH LAKE 
HISTORY… 
Continuation	of	information	written	around	1989	by	
Fred	Martin,	uncle	of	current	board	member	Gary	
Martin:	
Water	levels	in	the	lake	have	been	quite	constant	for	
nearly	50	years.		The	modern	low	occurred	from	1930-
1937.		During	that	time	the	creek	(Boy	River)	did	not	
flow.		(In	about	1927,	persons	unknown	dynamited	the	
dam	at	the	outlet,	reputedly	to	insure	a	flow	to	lakes	
downstream.)	During	the	years	1933-34	the	lake	was	
down	three	feet	from	the	1929	levels.		In	’36	it	was	very	
hot	and	suckers	died	by	the	thousands.		Everyone	along	
the	lake	was	hauling	them	off	the	shore	and	burying	
them	or	feeding	them	to	their	hogs.			
	

	
	
In	1940,	a	dredge	dug	the	channel	between	Big	and	
Little	Birch	at	the	narrows.		Previously	there	had	been	a	
hand	dug	channel	with	planked	sides	and	very	shallow.		
It	served	as	a	way	between	lakes	until	the	channel	was	
dug.			
Stocking	the	lake	took	place	for	many	years.		During	the	
1930s,	I	remember	meeting	the	4	a.m.	northbound	train	
in	Hackensack	and	getting	fry	in	10	gallon	cans,	bringing	
them	to	a	bay	where	wind	was	not	blowing	and	
releasing	them.		Our	depot	agent	in	Hackensack	would	
dump	additional	fry	in	the	lake	if	the	people	who	were	
supposed	to	get	them	from	other	lakes	did	not	come	to	
get	theirs.		In	1949	Birch	Lake	released	49	muskies	
weighing	about	one	pound	in	the	lake.		It	was	thought	
they	were	lost	in	the	very	high	water	in	the	Little	Boy	
River	chain	in	1952.		Many	were	caught	subsequently	in	
Big	Deep	Lake	east	of	Hackensack	and	down	river.		



Scholarships are Available for 
Deep Portage Summer Camps!   Please Apply!!

Do	you	know	some	youngsters	that	would	like	to	go	to	
camp?		Each	year	the	Birch	Lake	Association	offers	two	
scholarships	to	Deep	Portage	summer	camps	for	
children	or	relatives	of	BLA	members.	

	
	
Information	of	the	camps	is	available	on	the	Deep	
Portage	website				http://deep-portage.org/	
	

or	by	contacting	Deep	Portage	directly:	
By	mail	at		
2179	Nature	Center	Drive	NW,	Hackensack,	MN	56452	
Phone:	218-682-2325	Email:		portage@uslink.net   The	camp	registration	form	is	available	at:		Summer	
Camp	Registration	
To	apply	for	a	BLA	Scholarship,	please	have	the	student	
submit	a	short	handwritten	letter	telling	which	camp	
they	would	like	to	attend	and	why,	as	well	as	their	
connection	to	Birch	lake.			
Send	the	letter	to	BLA,	PO	Box	125,	Hackensack,	MN	
56452.		Letters	should	be	postmarked	by	May	1,	2018	to	
be	considered.		If	you	have	questions	regarding	the	
scholarship	process,	please	email	Diane	at:		
hackensackcabin@yahoo.com

Become	A	New	Member	Or	Renew	Your	Membership	
After	a	busy	and	productive	Membership	Drive,	the	Membership Booklet has been printed and will be	mailed	to	you.	

Do you have a new neighbor at the lake?  Be sure to tell them about the Lake Association! 
Application is available on the website (Click Here), or from any board member.  	
Payment is also accepted on the website using PayPal.	
The BLA represents you and your interests, with a variety of organizations and committees that are concerned with the 
quality of our lakes and our watershed. Membership includes a newsletter, website and social media to keep you and non-
members informed of lake related issues	
Membership is open to everyone. Many relatives and friends of lake residents, as well as local businesses, belong to the 
Association. The Organization encompasses Birch and Poquet Lakes.	
To keep our costs down, we only collect membership dues and print our membership directory in ODD numbered years – 
like 2017!			The	Birch	Lake	Association	is	a	501-C4	non-profit;	as	such	dues	are	not	tax	deductible.	

Membership	Book	Corrections:	
Tom	&	Sherry	Rollins-		tom@dougcarlsondev.com	

Steve	&	Julie	Greshowak	–	julie.greshowak@gmail.com	
Steve	&	Kristen	Hanneman	–	hannaheim@gmail.com		

	
                   BLA Officers 2017-2019     BLA Board Members

Paul Blomgren, President 
Jim Martin, Vice President 
Barb Harrington, Secretary 
Shirley Johnson, Treasurer 

 
Contact Information 

Mybirchlake@gmail.com 
 
 

Jim Chmielewski 
Denny Harnstrom 

Sue Holthaus (Website) 
Mary Knauts 

Gary Krimmel 
Jim Madland (Water Quality) 

Betty Martin 
Mark Novotny (Business) 

Jackie Schumacher (newsletter) 
Rick Zaske (Water Quality) 

	



	

 

	

Box 125, Hackensack, MN  56452 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Visit us at: www.mybirchlake.org 
**Are you receiving a PRINTED copy of this newsletter?? You can save BLA RESOURCES by receiving 

newsletters via email. Simply send a note to mybirchlake@gmail.com to request this.

 
Friday Night Lights over Birch Lake 10/13/2017 


