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Dedicated to the Preservation and Improvement  
Of Birch Lake and It’s Environment 

 
From the President – 

Who doesn’t love spring in 

Minnesota!! It fills me will an 

overwhelming sense of 

optimism. We may need that 

and a dose of patience given 

that as of this writing ice still 

covered Birch Lake! On that 

note, Rick Zaske passed along 

the following comments about 

the timing of ice-out. 

According to the late Fred Martin in an article he 

wrote: the earliest recorded ice out was April 9 and 

the latest ice cleared the lake was May 18, 1950.  

For more recent years since 1980, see Tom 

Maloney’s Birch Lake stats. He says May 10, 2013 

was the latest ice out date. Ever the optimist, I look 

at this and say, no matter what the end is in sight 

and the summer beckons! 

In case you aren’t already aware, there is a 

community effort is in place to collect funds to 

renovate the area by the city pier. The dock itself is 

in fine shape, but the landscaping timbers around 

the area are deteriorating and need to be replaced. 

Many BLA members and visitors use this area and 

attend the weekly children’s fishing contest at this 

site. Watch for details about ways to donate to the 

Save the Pier cause.  

My family was fortunate to take a trip to Ethiopia in 

March. The country is breath-takingly beautiful and 

the people we met were welcoming and amazingly 

gracious! The lack of resources in the country really 

made me appreciate how lucky we are to have such 

an abundance in Minnesota. One interaction in 

particular stood out. As we drove to the southern 

region, there were people (the women primarily!) 

all along the route managing yellow, 5-gallon water 

containers. It turns out this is the case 

EVERYWHERE in Ethiopia, with some people 

walking for miles to get daily water. The family we 

met on this trip lived as subsistence farmers, which 

is common in the region. Well, two translators 

worked diligently for some time to try to explain the 

picture of our daughter water skiing on Birch Lake 

to the family, but you can imagine their confusion.  

Vacation, boating, and apparently unlimited 

fresh/clean water – all completely foreign. I felt 

incredibly lucky to have Birch Lake and it certainly 

gave me a new level of appreciation!! 

Good luck everyone with your spring preparations 

for a FUN and safe season on the lake. Thank you 

for all you do to protect our lakes!!  

I hope to see you soon on soft water and please let 

me know if you have any comments or concerns 

about Birch Lake Association!! 

Paul Blomgren 

President, Birch Lake Association 

  
 

           

  

http://www.mybirchlake.org/


2018 Upcoming Events 

 

May 12, 2018 – Fishing Opener – Walleye, northern 

pike (Catch and Release for Bass) 

May 26 – Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass Opener 

July 4 – BLA Boat Parade – SUPER HEROS! 

 
July 6-11 Sweetheart Days  

   July 10 – 6 PM Sweetheart Days Parade 

                   Dusk – fireworks over the lake 

July 28 – BLA Annual Meeting (location to be 

announced) 

 5 PM Social Hour.   5:30 PM Meeting 

August 11 – Northwoods Arts Council Art & Book 

Fair 

September 21-23 - Chainsaw Festival 

September 13-29 -  Fall Has It All! 

 

 Birch Lake Association Website 

http://www.mybirchlake.org 

 

Our association website is a wealth of information, 

including area events, information about lakeshore 

management, membership and Birch Lake Gear! 

Be sure to visit regularly. 

 

You can also keep track of lake happenings on our 

Facebook page – 

www.facebook.com/mybirchlake/ 

 

Another resource for area happenings is the 

Hackensack Chamber Website 

www.hackensackchamber.com 

 

BLA is a member of Minnesota Lakes and Rivers 

Advocates: 

http://www.mnlakesandrivers.org/ 

 

              
Summer Lending Library 

Hackensack’s log cabin library at the city dock will 

reopen June 1st. Hours will be Monday through Saturday, 10 - 

2. No library card needed - just stop in and grab a good read. 

We have a lot of children’s books also! 

Also for your reading pleasure is the Little Library on a pole 

near the Chamber of Commerce building. The Birch Lake 

Association donated this Little Library last fall and it is 

stocked with books. So consider using this asset to our 

community also. 

 

Get ready to enjoy two nights at Carnegie 

Hall!  (In Hackensack MN!) 
World-renowned percussionist Josh Duffee is bringing the 

excitement of two famous concerts to the Hackensack 

Community Building on Friday, July 6 and Saturday, July 7, 

2018.  His theme is “The Kings of Swing Play Carnegie Hall.” 

Josh and his 11-piece Big Band will play tribute to the famous 

Carnegie Hall Jazz Concerts of the Benny Goodman and 

Glenn Miller orchestras in 1938 and 1939 in New York 

City.  Featured soloists will include Lynne Hart on Clarinet for 

the Benny Goodman Concert, and David Budimir on 

Trombone for the Glenn Miller Concert. 

Don’t miss this chance to experience big city entertainment 

close to home.  More information is coming soon; in the 

meantime, visit the NAC’s 

website www.northwoodsartscouncil.com for the latest news.   

 
Are you looking for a volunteer opportunity to help keep 

our lake clean and healthy? 

The Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center 

and University of Minnesota Extension has opened 

registration for the 2018 season of 

the AIS Detectors program. 

Participants in the AIS Detectors program receive expert 

training on identifying and reporting AIS as well as base 

aquatic ecology, prevention, MN rules and regulations training 

and more. Upon completion of the training, participants are 

asked to provide 25 hours of annual service in the field of 

aquatic invasive species. This service can take many forms 

that we generally categorize as Citizen Science, Stewardship, 

Outreach/Education, and Program Support. This may include 

activities specific to their lake or lake area such as monitoring 

for AIS and local outreach/education. Participants choose 

what form of service suits them best and are free to create 

grassroots projects or service. You can find more information 

at www.aisdetectors.org.  I also encourage you to check 

out this issue of Source magazine which features our program 

and some of our volunteers from last year. 

We hope this is an opportunity that may interest you and/or 

your colleagues, constituents, friends, etc.  This year we are 

hosting in-person workshops around the state. These 

workshops are scheduled for: 

• Owatonna (May 4) 

• Willmar (May 11) 

• Brainerd (May 18) 

• Duluth (June 1) 

You can register for the workshop location of your 

choice here. If you would like to help spread the word, here 

are some ways you can help: 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions and thank 

you! 

Megan M. Weber  

Extension Educator, Aquatic Invasive Species | Minnesota 

Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center | maisrc.umn.edu 

Assistant Extension Professor | Extension | extension.umn.edu 

Bunker Hills Activities Center 

550 Bunker Lake Blvd Suite L1, Andover, MN 55304 

University of Minnesota | umn.edu 

mmweber@umn.edu | 763-767-3874  

http://www.mybirchlake.org/
http://www.facebook.com/mybirchlake/
http://www.hackensackchamber.com/
http://www.mnlakesandrivers.org/
http://www.northwoodsartscouncil.com/
http://www.aisdetectors.org/
http://www.extension.umn.edu/source/spring-2018/
http://www.aisdetectors.org/
http://maisrc.umn.edu/
http://extension.umn.edu/
http://umn.edu/
mailto:mmweber@umn.edu


Clean In – Clean Out! 

 
 

When boating or fishing in Minnesota, protect your 

waters by following state aquatic invasive species laws 

Remember! 

1. CLEAN all visible aquatic plants, zebra mussels 

and other prohibited invasive species from watercraft, 

trailers and water related equipment before leaving 

and water access or shoreland. 

2. DRAIN water-related equipment (Boat, ballast 

tanks, portable bait containers, motor) and drain bilge, 

livewell and baitwell by removing drain plugs before 

leaving a water access or shoreline property. Keep 

drain plugs out and water draining devices open while 

transporting watercraft.  

3. DISPOSE of unwanted bait, including 

minnows, leeches and worms in the trach. It is illegal 

to release bait into a waterbody or release aquatic 

animals from one waterbody to another.  If you want 

to keep your bait, you must refill the bait container 

with bottled or tap water. 

 

KNOW THE LAW: You may not… 

Transport watercraft without removing the drain plug. 

Arrive at a lake access with drain plug in place. 

Transport aquatic plants, zebra mussels or other 

prohibited species on any roadway. 

Launch a watercraft with prohibited species attached. 

Transport water from Minnesota lake or rivers. 

Release bait into the water. 

ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS 

▪ Spray, rinse, dry – Some invasive species are small 

and difficult to see at the access To remove or kill 

them, take one or more of the following precautions 

before moving to another body of water, especially 

after leaving zebra mussel and spiny waterflea 

infested waters: 

▪ Spray with high-pressure water 

▪ Rinse with very hot water - 120 ° F for at least 2 

minutes or 140° F for at least 10 seconds 

▪ Run motor and personal watercraft for a few seconds 

to discharge water before leaving a water access 

▪ Transport fish on ice – be prepared, bring a cooler. 

Helpful videos: 

https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/invasives/q_and_a_drain

_plug_law_20110609.pdf 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8lEcDnLDpz8&feat

ure=BFa&list=PL1A468B277F9A6E57 
 

Personal Water Craft: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2JLGNKjBjE&feat

ure=bf_prev&list=PL1A468B277F9A6E57 

▪ Avoid areas with  aquatic plants before trailering 

personal watercraft. 

▪ Run engine for 5-10 seconds on the trailer to blow 

out excess water and vegetation from internal drive, 

and then turn  engine off. 

▪ Clean aquatic plants and animals from hull, trailer, 

water intake grate, and steering nozzle before leaving 

water access. 

▪ Sailboats:   Clean aquatic plants and animals from 

hull, centerboard or bilgeboard well, rudderpost, 

trailer, and other equipment before leaving water 

access. 

Remember to apply these procedures if you are 

purchasing a used boat lift as well

A Little Bit of History 

In our Birch Lake history books, we find an article by Fred Martin, uncle of BLA Vice President, Gary Martin.  He writes 

in the late 1980’s about pollution concerns of Birch Lake and one positive effort to correct this issue: 

“Some of the sources of lakeshore pollution were solved when the city of Hackensack put in its first sewer in 1967.  

Subsequently, it was found that the sewage disposal plant was inadequate and in 1986, in conjunction with the two 
townships and with funding from various sources a much larger sewage disposal plant was installed.  In included two 

lagoons and the gathering system was extended on around the north shore of Little Birch to include all of the Peaceful 
Shores plat and thence around the far northeast of Big Birch to the end of development at that time along Birch Lake 

Lane.  This put much more than half of the dwellings on and adjacent to Birch Lake on a first rate sewage system.” 

 
Fred Martin also recorded earliest ice out as April 9 and latest ice cleared the lake was May 18, 1950.  Charlie Mayer 

reported that he was told that in the 1920-1930 years there was a year that the ice went out on St Patrick’s Day on Birch 

Lake and people were ice fishing in 1952 on May 25 on Leech Lake. Tom Malony has been tracking ice over/ice out for 

the last 40 years and indicates April 2nd ice out in both 2010 and 2012!  In 2013 it was May 10th!  

https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/invasives/q_and_a_drain_plug_law_20110609.pdf
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/invasives/q_and_a_drain_plug_law_20110609.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8lEcDnLDpz8&feature=BFa&list=PL1A468B277F9A6E57
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8lEcDnLDpz8&feature=BFa&list=PL1A468B277F9A6E57
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2JLGNKjBjE&feature=bf_prev&list=PL1A468B277F9A6E57
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2JLGNKjBjE&feature=bf_prev&list=PL1A468B277F9A6E57


 

Scholarships are Available for 

Deep Portage Summer Camps!   Please Apply!!
Do you know some youngsters that would like to go to 
camp?  Each year the Birch Lake Association offers two 
scholarships to Deep Portage summer camps for 
children or relatives of BLA members. 

 
 
Information of the camps is available on the Deep 
Portage website    http://deep-portage.org/ 
 

or by contacting Deep Portage directly: 
By mail at  
2179 Nature Center Drive NW, Hackensack, MN 56452 
Phone: 218-682-2325 Email:  portage@uslink.net  
 The camp registration form is available at:  Summer 
Camp Registration 
To apply for a BLA Scholarship, please have the 
student submit a short handwritten letter telling 
which camp they would like to attend and why, as 
well as their connection to Birch lake.   
Send the letter to BLA, PO Box 125, Hackensack, MN 
56452.  Letters should be postmarked by May 15,, 2018 
to be considered.  If you have questions regarding the 
scholarship process, please email Diane at:  
hackensackcabin@yahoo.com

News Release 4/10/2018: 
 
DEEP PORTAGE SUMMER CAMPS 2018 
Deep Portage Learning Center in Hackensack offers a wide variety of Summer Camps to suit almost any interest.  
Whether a child is interested in fishing, hunting, outdoor adventure, or expanding their scientific horizons, we have 
a camp for them.  Campers learn a lot, have fun, make new friends, and grow in their appreciation for all the 
Minnesota great outdoors has to offer.   
 
Forkhorn I Deer Hunting Camp (ages 11-16).  Four sessions:  June 17-22 · July 8-13 · August 5-10 (ALL GIRLS) 
· August 12-17.  Includes DNR Firearms Safety Training.  Sponsored by the Minnesota Deer Hunters Association.  
$425 
 
Forkhorn II Deer Hunting Camp (ages 12-16).  Two sessions:  July 15-20 (ALL GIRLS) · July 22-27.  Includes MN 
DNR Bowhunter Education Training.  Sponsored by the Minnesota Deer Hunters Association.  $425 
 
Forkhorn III Deer Hunting Camp (ages 13-16) July 29-August 3.  Includes MN DNR Advanced Hunter Education 
Training.  Sponsored by the Minnesota Deer Hunters Association.  $425  
 
Izaak Walton League Camp (children, ages 9-16) August 5-10.  $425 per camper or $750 per 
grandparent/grandchild or parent/child. 
 
Mini Camp (ages 9-16) July 1-3.  $225 
  
Fishing Camp (ages 10-14) July 1-3.  $225 
 
Upland Bird Hunting Camp (ages 12-16) July 15-20 
Sponsored by the Ruffed Grouse Society and Pheasants Forever.  $425 
  
For additional information and registration materials call (218) 682-2325, e-mail portage@uslink.net, or visit our 
website at www.deep-portage.org 

  

http://deep-portage.org/
mailto:portage@uslink.net
http://deep-portage.org/DPLC-WP/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/2017_SummerCampRegistration.pdf
http://deep-portage.org/DPLC-WP/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/2017_SummerCampRegistration.pdf
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Become A New Member Or Renew Your Membership 
Do you have a new neighbor at the lake?  Be sure to tell them about the Lake Association! 

Application is available on the website (Click Here), or from any board member.   
Payment is also accepted on the website using PayPal. 
The BLA represents you and your interests, with a variety of organizations and committees that are concerned with the 

quality of our lakes and our watershed. Membership includes a newsletter, website and social media to keep you and non-

members informed of lake related issues 
Membership is open to everyone. Many relatives and friends of lake residents, as well as local businesses, belong to the 

Association. The Organization encompasses Birch and Poquet Lakes. 
To keep our costs down, we only collect membership dues and print our membership directory in ODD numbered years – 

like 2017!   The Birch Lake Association is a 501-C4 non-profit; as such dues are not tax deductible. 
 

Membership Book Corrections and Additions 
Dorothy Harrington – dortharrington249@gmail.com 

 

Lisa Ford (remove Lisa Timmersman).  

2323 Charles Ave, St. Paul, MN 55114.     612-719-9486 

Lmford03@gmail.com 

 
Mark & LouAnn Hughes 

New address: PO Box 219, Hackensack, MN. 56452.  

location is 3269 Birch Grove Court NW  

 

Ron & Susanne Capelle 

3525 15th Avenue NW 

Rochester, MN 55901 

Lake Address: County Road 6, Lower Ten Mile Lake Rd. 

Email: skcapelle@gmail.com 

507 251 4348 

 

 

New Business Membership 
The Dock Shop 

Cody Diederich 

3256 Pine Tree St. 

Jenkins, MN 50474 

Business Phone: 218 568 5553 

Home Phone: 218 820 3201 

Email: thedockshop@outlook.com 

 

 

                   BLA Officers 2017-2019          BLA Board Members

Paul Blomgren, President 

Gary Martin, Vice President 

Barb Harrington, Secretary 

Shirley Johnson, Treasurer 

 

Contact Information 

Mybirchlake@gmail.com 

 

 

Jim Chmielewski 

Denny Harnstrom 

Sue Holthaus (Website) 

Mary Knautz 

Gary Krimmel 

Jim Madland (Water Quality) 

Betty Martin 

Mark Novotny (Business) 

Jackie Schumacher (Newsletter) 

Rick Zaske (Water Quality) 
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Box 125, Hackensack, MN  56452 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit us at: www.mybirchlake.org 

**Are you receiving a PRINTED copy of this newsletter?? You can save BLA RESOURCES by receiving 

newsletters via email. Simply send a note to mybirchlake@gmail.com to request  an emailed newsletter 
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